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Lifespan RE Resources for Pluralism




Introduction

The content of this packet is shaped by the theme of Pluralism. As The Pluralism Project at Harvard University (https://pluralism.org/from-diversity-to-pluralism) reminds us, “All …diversity, old and new, does not add up to pluralism. ‘Pluralism’ and ‘diversity’ are sometimes used as if they were synonymous, but diversity—splendid, colorful, and perhaps threatening—is not pluralism. Pluralism is the engagement that creates a common society from all that diversity.” Diversity may be a condition within a society, but without pluralism it will be more of a problem than an asset.


Pluralism has been selected by the Article II Study Commission as one of seven values to guide Unitarian Universalism into the future. It is informed by all seven Principles as well as our third source: “Wisdom from the world’s religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life.”

Pluralism evokes the phrase, “same, same but different, which is common in Vietnam (“Xêm xêm, but different”) and Thailand (khlai khlai but different). This idea that we are similar, yet different is important because we can use our similarities to mitigate our differences. The children’s book by Jenny Sue Kostecki-Shaw, Same, Same but Different (see 3.19 below) captures the spirit of the phrase. 

The following is from the Touchstones Journal article, Kid-Friendly Pluralism.

     Teaching children about pluralism prepares them for a complex, diverse world. The word pluralism is abstract, but its concrete elements promote tolerance, understanding, and acceptance.
     Diversity is a fact of life. We see it everywhere. Helping children understand and value diversity is the first step in pluralism. What Makes Us Unique? Our First Talk About Diversity by Dr. Jillian Roberts, author, and Cindy Revell, illustrator, offers a thoughtful overview of diversity. View https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ZlYU_dWXxM (4:31). (See 3.1 below.)
     Respect is crucial for pluralism. Teach children to appreciate and respect differences in appearance, culture, language, and beliefs. While we usually focus on how others are different, turn the tables by considering that we are the ones who are different. Then, ask, “Why should others respect us?” A children’s book about respect is A Little Respectful SPOT: A Story About Respecting People, Places, and Things by Diane Alber. View https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yN4gY7ekJT0 (5:05). (See 3.2 below.)
    Being Aware of other Cultures helps children understand how cultures are different. Culture includes language, religion, dress, festivals, celebrations, customs, etc. One way to do this is through food: Italian, Chinese, Mexican, Indian, Greek, Vietnamese cuisine, etc. A book about this is My Food, Your Food by Lisa Bullard, author, and Christine M. Schneider, illustrator. View https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8s7sgF8Wufg (5:12).  (See 3.3 below.) Lisa Bullard has written six Alike and Different children’s books on food, family, clothes, religion, language & home.
     Including Others in activities, games, discussions, and interactions is important. Fitting In by Haruka Aoki & John Olson is about feeling excluded only to learn others feel the same, which leads to inclusion for all. View https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4iY6AbEHG58 (6:54). (See 3.5 below.)
     Listening is essential to pluralism. Many people talk too much, and even when they aren’t talking, they are not listening. Listening allows us to be affected by another person, even changed by their words. The book Quiet Please, Owen McPhee! by Trudy Ludwig, author, and Patrice Barton, illustrator, shows the difference between talking too much and listening. View https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1X-4QX8NCY (6:41). There are discussion questions at the end. (See 3.6 below.)
     Empathy and Understanding can change our view of another person. Without empathy, we only see the world through our experience, uninformed by the experience and feelings of another. The book Chocolate Milk, Por Favor: Celebrating Diversity with Empathy by Maria Dismondy, author & Donna Farrell, illustrator, shows how empathy leads to understanding. View https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZnIGNmpaBOQ (9:36). (See 3.7 below.)
     The above are essential because they help children engage diversity with pluralism. 

List of Resources
1.0: Pins about Wisdom
Resources for Children
2.0: Wisdom Stories
2.1: Who Was That Samaritan? by Martha Dallas (491 words)
2.2: Indra’s Jeweled Net (382 words)
2.3: King John Sigismund, the only Unitarian King by Jan Gartner (693 words)
2.4: The Good Samaritan from Tapestry of Faith (576 words)
2.5: Animal School by Devorah Greenstein (683 words)
2.6: When Crayolas Sang by Rev. Max Coots (265 words)
2.7: God’s Hat by Rev. Christopher Buice (575 words)
2.8: Rivers by Rev. Christopher Buice (321 words)
2.9: Reverend Margaret Barr, a Unitarian Guided by Love (574 words) 
2.10: Like Me by Emily Kingsley (485 words without leader questions)
2.11: Russell by Rev. Jose Ballester (425 words)
2.12: Love Without Boundaries from Tapestry of Faith (798 words)
2.13: Odd Velvet by Mary Whitcomb (700 words)
3.0: Children’s Books
3.1: What Makes Us Unique? Our First Talk About Diversity by Dr. Jillian Roberts, author, and Cindy Revell, illustrator (2016)
3.2: A Little Respectful SPOT: A Story About Respecting People, Places, and Things by Diane Alber (2020)
3.3: My Food, Your Food by Lisa Bullard, author and Christine M. Schneider, illustrator (2015)
3.4: My Religion, Your Religion by Lisa Bullard (Author) and Holli Conger (Illustrator) (2015)
3.5: Fitting In by Haruka Aoki & John Olson (2022)
3.6: Quiet Please, Owen McPhee! by Trudy Ludwig, author, and Patrice Barton, illustrator (2018)
3.7: Chocolate Milk, Por Favor: Celebrating Diversity with Empathy by Maria Dismondy, author and Donna Farrell, illustrator (2015)
3.8: Odd Velvet by Mary E. Whitcomb (Author) and by Tara Calahan King (Illustrator) (1998)
3.9: Until Someone Listens: A Story About Borders, Family, and One Girl’s Mission by Estela Juarez with Lissette Norman (Authors) and Teresa Martínez (Illustrator) 2022
3.10: We Are All Connected: Caring for Rach Other & the Earth by Gabi Garcia (Author) and Natalia Jimenez Osorio (Illustrator) (2022)
3.11: This Is How We Do It: One Day in the Lives of Seven Kids from around the World by Matt LaMothe (2023)
3.12: Everybody Cooks Rice by Norah Dooley (Author) and Peter J. Thornton (Illustrator) 1991
3.13: Our Diversity Makes Us Stronger by Elizabeth Cole (Author) and Julia Kamenshikova (Illustrator) (2021)
3.14: Fish for Jimmy: Inspired by One Family’s Experience in a Japanese American Internment Camp by Katie Yamasaki, author & Illustrator (2013)
3.15: Whoever You Are by Mem Fox, author & Leslie Staub, illustrator (2006)
3.16: People by Peter Spier, author & illustrator (1980)
3.17: The Colors of Us by Karen Katz (2002)
3.18: The Sandwich Swap by Queen Rania of Jordan Al Abdullah & Kelly DiPucchio, authors and Tricia Tusa, illustrator (2010)
3.19: Same, Same but Different by Jenny Sue Kostecki-Shaw (2011)
3.20: Separate Is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her Family’s Fight for Desegregation by Duncan Tonatiuh (2014)
3.21: Emmanuel’s Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah by Laurie Ann Thompson, author & Sean Qualls, illustrator (2015)
3.22: Two Mrs. Gibsons by Toyomi Igus, author & Daryl Wells, illustrator (2001)
4.0: Curriculum & Theme-Based Classroom Activities for Children
        from Tapestry of Faith
4.1: Chalice Children: A Program about Our Unitarian Universalist Community for Preschoolers
4.1.1: Session 10: Helping Others
4.1.2: Session 11: A Special Jigsaw Puzzle
4.1.3: Session 25: Teddy Bear Month — Friendship
4.2: Wonderful Welcome: A Program for Children Grades K-1
4.2.1: Session 3: The Gift Of Forgiveness
4.2.2: Session 6: The Gift of Friends
4.2.3: Session 12: The Gift Of Acceptance
4.2.4: Session 13: The Gift Of Learning Together
4.3: Love Surrounds Us: A Program on the UU Principles and Beloved Community for Grades K-1
4.3.1: Session 4: Forgiveness
4.3.2: Session 5: Love Surrounds Us Without Boundaries
4.3.3: Session 6: Acceptance
4.3.4: Session 10: Our Words Matter
4.3.5: Session 11: Hear Our Voices
4.3.6: Session 12: A Peaceful and Fair World
4.4: Moral Tales: A Program on Making Choices for Grades 2-3
4.4.1: Session 4: In Another's Shoes
4.4.2: Session 5: Forgiveness
4.4.3: Session 6: Welcome One and All
4.4.4: Session 7: Seeing Others with Awe
4.4.5: Session 8: Do unto Others
4.5: Faithful Journeys: A Program about Pilgrimages of Faith in Action for Grades 2-3
4.5.1: Session 2: Unconditional Love, a Gift from Our Universalist Heritage
4.5.2: Session 4: Be Fair
4.5.3: Session 8: Seek Truth
4.5.4: Session 9: Ask Questions
4.5.5: Session 13: Build World Community
4.6: Love Will Guide Us: A Program for Grades 2-3 that Applies the Wisdom of the Six Sources to the Big Questions
4.6.1: Session 8: Love Is Accepting
4.6.2: Session 13: Responding with Love
4.6.3: Session 16: Love Is the Golden Rule
4.7: Signs of Our Faith: A Program about Being UU Every Day for Grades 2-3
4.7.1: Session 4: Seeking Knowledge
4.7.2: Session 10: Signs of Welcome
4.7.3: Session 13: Finding Beauty in Uniqueness
4.8: Toolbox of Faith: A Program That Helps Children Discover the Uses of Faith, Grades 4-5
4.8.1: Session 2: Questioning (Magnifying Glass)
4.8.2: Session 10: Courage and Conviction (Saddlebags)
4.8.3: Session 11: Listening (Stethoscope)
4.8.4: Session 16: Resiliency (Hard Hat)
4.9: Windows and Mirrors: A Program about Diversity for Grades 4-5 (16 sessions)
4.9.1: Consists of 16 sessions focused on diversity.
4.10: Love Connects Us: A Program on Living in Unitarian Universalist Covenant for Grades 4-5
4.10.1: Session 4: Love Your Neighbor as Yourself
4.10.2: Session 12: Seeing Truth/True Seeing
4.10.3: Session 13: A Matter of Perspective
4.11: Sing to the Power: A Social Justice Program for Children Grades 4-5
4.11.1: Session 8: The Power of Listening
4.12: Riddle and Mystery: A Program on the Big Questions for Grade 6
4.12.1: Session 10: To Tell the Truth
4.12.2: Session 14: Life as Mystery
4.13: Amazing Grace: A Program about Exploring Right and Wrong for Grade 6
4.13.1: Session 2: Curious Faith
4.14: Miracles, Wide Age Span
4.14.1: Session 2: The Miracle of Close Attention
4.15: Heeding the Call: A Program on Justice-making for Junior High School Youth
4.15.1: Workshop 3: The Call for Understanding
4.15.2: Workshop 4: The Call for Empathy
4.15.3: Workshop 11: The Call for Forgiveness
4.16: Families: A Jr. High School Youth Program that Explores the Diversity, Commonality, and Meaning of Families
4.16.1: Workshop 6: Claiming A Point Of View
        from other sources
4.17: Early Childhood Lessons on Diversity: Activity Ideas & Impact by Christine VanDonge
4.18: Teaching Tolerance (Southern Poverty Law Center) Resources regarding Diversity
4.19: Celebrating Diversity by Operation Respect

Resources for Youth
5.0: Curriculum & Theme-Based Classroom Activities for Youth & Adults
     from Tapestry of Faith
        Youth
5.1: A Place of Wholeness: A Program for Youth Exploring Their Own Unitarian Universalist Faith Journeys
5.1.1.: Workshop 9: Tolerance
5.2: Virtue Ethics: An Ethical Development Program for High School Youth
5.2.1: Workshop 4: Respect
5.3: A Chorus of Faiths: A Program That Builds Interfaith Youth Leaders (8 sessions)
6.0: Reflections, Readings, Stories & Poetry
6.1: The Four Pillars of Pluralism by Diana L. Eck (248 words)
6.2: Indra’s Net by Rev. Mike Young (157 words)
6.3: The Vitality of Diversity by Parker Palmer (252 words)
6.4: Why Diversity? by Leon Spencer (360 words)
6.5: Diversity in the UU Pew—Possibility or Pipe Dream? by Rev. Dr. Michael Schuler (367 words)
6.6: Many & One by Rev. Kirk Loadman-Copeland (653 words)
6.7: We Are Each Other’s Business by Eboo Patel (465 words)
6.8: Fragments and Front Porches by Rev. Elizabeth Buffington Nguyen (519 words)
6.9: Susan Stanton’s Story from Tapestry of Faith (365 words)
6.10: Together We Are One by Thích Nhất Hạnh (249 words)
6.11: The Dignity of Difference by Jonathan Sacks (236 words)
6.12: Unity, Diversity, Self-Identity by Rev. Emmy Lou Belcher (250 words)
7.0: Popular Music
7.1: Where Is The Love? by The Black Eyed Peas (4:10)
7.2: One Love – official fan-made music video | Bob Marley (3:05)
7.3: The Diversity Song by Katelyn Aasman (a parody of the song All of Me by John Legend) (4:41)
7.4: Same Love by Macklemore & Ryan Lewis, featuring Mary Lambert (7:03)
7.5: Colors by Jason Derulo (Official Music Video) The Coca-Cola Anthem for the 2018 FIFA World Cup (3:49)
7.6: Celebration by Playing For Change | Song Around The World (3:52)
7.7: Wonderful - Celebrate Diversity! by Musicians for a Cause (3:11)
7.8: Cultural Diversity Music Video by (5:01) (A mash-up of six songs)
7.9: We are the World by USA for Africa (8:00)
7.10: Unity by The O’Jays (4:59)
7.11: Get Together by The Youngbloods (4:40)
7.12: Wake Up Everybody by Teddy Pendergrass, Harold Melvin & the Blue Notes (7:33)
7.13: Everyday People by Sly & The Family Stone (2:23)
7.14: Three Dog Night by Black & White (3:49)
7.15: Ebony & Ivory by Stevie Wonder & Sir Paul McCartney (3:47)
7.16: Every Kinda People by Robert Palmer (3:30)
7.17: Unity and Diversity by One World Tribe (7:08)
7.18: If You’re Ready (Come Go with Me) by The Staple Singers (4:33)
7.19: Unity (Raise Your Banners High) by John Tams (4:50)
7.20: Solidarity (Official Reggae Video) by Black Uhuru (4:02)
7.21: Yes, we can (pt 1) by Lee Dorsey (3:30)
8.0: Videos, Short Films, Movie Clips, Audio Recordings & Photography
8.1: What is Pluralism? (Pluralism in Ethics, Pluralism in Religion, Pluralism in Politics) by PHILO-notes (6:44)
8.2: The difference between pluralism and relativism by Diana Eck (1:53)
8.3: What is pluralism? by Global Centre for Pluralism (6:44)
8.4: Pluralism by Dr. Kristine Stache, Wartburg Theological Seminary (10.03)
8.5: Zero by Zealous Creative (12:32)
8.6: Diversity & Inclusion – Love Has No Labels by Surya Das (3:19)
8.7: Faces of Diversity by Christopher M. Jones (1:12)
8.8: “What If” - Diversity Edition by Troika (0:38)
8.9: Diversity by DBS (2:22)
8.10: Too Quick To Judge by Time Vision (3:42)
8.11: HP Diversity by Made With Us (1:59)
8.12: Improvisation series 4: Diversity by Jorge Alvarez (0:12)
8.13: Love & Unity by (1:52)
8.14: Unity Film Trailer by NATIONEARTH (1:58)
8:15: A Meditation on Unity by Loren Edward Wheeler (4:10)
8.16: Unity of Humanity by Voice of Light Productions (4:19)
8.17: Find The Unity by Ervin László (1:44)
8.18: Collage: A Short Film on Children & Diversity by p.s. baron (14:39) 
8.19: Don’t Laugh at Me by Peter Yarrow (6:24)
TED Talks
8.20: It’s (past) time to appreciate cultural diversity by Hayley Yeates (8:46) 
8.21: Disagreement: An Essential Part of Pluralism by Sahil Badruddin (14:02)
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Resources for Children
2.0: Wisdom Stories
2.1: Who Was That Samaritan? by Martha Dallas (491 words)
     This morning I’ve invited a special guest to join us, someone who has quite a story to tell. [Pull out costume and put on hat and blanket/cloak. Prepare to change your voice just a bit, and your manner, so as to be in character.]
Good morning. Thank you for allowing me to join you for a little while. I appreciate the opportunity to share this story. I tell you, sometimes I hardly believe it myself.
     You see, I was on a journey. I had to go from my home in Jerusalem, over to Jericho. Oh, and I don’t mean the Jericho near here. No, both of these cities are very far from here. Anyhow, it was a long walk and along the way, something awful happened. I was attacked by robbers! They took everything I had and beat me up really bad. They kicked me and punched me till I fell down in a ditch by the side of the road. I think I must have passed out, because then I remember waking up all bruised and sore and bleeding. I could hardly sit up and I had no idea what I would do or how I would carry on. I cried out for help, but this was a desolate road and I doubted anyone would hear me.
     But as I was lying there, I heard footsteps and saw a priest coming toward me. I felt hopeful, because priests are good people, but this man walked right on by as if I had not even been there. And then, more hope: a man, a temple priest – I could tell – came up the road. My people, the Hebrews, are friends with the temple priests, so I tried to call out to him and lift a hand towards him, but he quickened his step and walked right by without even glancing my way.
     Now you are probably appalled already, but I haven’t even gotten to the most unbelievable part of the story. There I lay, all hope lost, at this point fading in and out of consciousness, when I felt a warm, gentle hand on my brow. It was gently wiping at the dust and blood on my face. I opened my eyes to see...to see...I can barely say it...A SAMARITAN!! [Say the word like it’s a foul taste in your mouth.] Can you believe it?! A Samaritan! My people, we HATE Samaritans! We can’t stand them! And… and… here was one of THEM… helping me!? I know, I know! Unbelievable! But let me tell you more: This Samaritan tore off part of his shirt to bandage my wounds. He cleaned my wounds with oil and gave me water to drink. I was shocked and stunned by how kind and caring he was! Then he lifted me onto his donkey and carried me to an inn where he kept me and cared for me, truly, until I was healed.
     Well, that’s my story. And I wouldn’t believe it myself unless it had happened to me. Samaritans. Who’da thunk it? Anyhow, thank you for your time. [Take off costume and return to your own voice.] Thank you for your respect and attention towards our guest. We’ll sing you on your way.
Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/story/who-was-samaritan

2.2: Indra’s Jeweled Net (382 words)
     Imagine, if you will, a great net, spun with delicate intricacy, adorned with lovely jewels, and stretching out in all directions. This is the magnificent net of the great god Indra. Let us look upon it, and wonder.
     Indra’s net is like a spider’s web in intricacy and loveliness, but this is no ordinary weaving for it spans the infinity of time and space. At each place where the threads of the net connect to one another, a single glittering jewel has been hung; and since the net is infinite in dimension, there are an infinite number of jewels, too. They stretch out across the vastness of existence, suspended in and supported by the net, catching the light and twinkling like the stars. It is a beautiful sight to behold.
     Imagine selecting one of the jewels for a closer look. Perhaps it catches your eye with its color, its luster. As you inspect this particular jewel, you notice first its cut and polished surfaces, the source of its glittering. But then you see: in the jewel’s surfaces you see reflected the other jewels of this net — and not just a few, but all of the other jewels in their infinite array. Each jewel in Indra’s net is reflected in every other jewel, an infinite process of reflection.
     Now each sparkling jewel is a being: a human, a plant, an animal — even a lowly worm. Each is connected to every other in an interdependent web of all existence. Each of us is there, reflecting and influencing one another. A change in one jewel — in one being, in one person — will result in a change, however slight, in every other. Everything affects everything else.
     Pull back now and see more of Indra’s net again. See how ripples of glittering light pass across the net. Think about what you might be sending out across the web of all existence. After all, when we harm even a single strand of the net, we harm the entire web. In the same way, though, every single helpful action will send positive ripples throughout the infinite net, touching every jewel, every being, every life. web. In the same way, though, every single helpful action will send positive ripples throughout the infinite net, touching every jewel, every being, every life.
Source: Touchstones
Adapted from Rev. James Ishmael Ford, “The Jeweled Net: Buddhist Reflections on the Interdependent Web” (UUA General Assembly, June 21st 2002) and Mary K. Isaac, “Indra’s Magnificent Jeweled Net” in Families: Weave a Tapestry of Faith (Unitarian Universalist Association, Fall 2010) 

2.3: King John Sigismund, the only Unitarian King by Jan Gartner (693 words)
adapted from the story, A Unitarian King, in A Lamp in Every Corner: A Unitarian Universalist Storybook, by Janeen K Grohsmeyer.
     Written as a no-rehearsal skit for middle-elementary worship or classroom use.
NARRATOR: Our story takes place in the mid-1500’s, in the country of Hungary.
QUEEN: (holding baby, speaking sadly) I’m Queen Isabella of Hungary. I’ve just had a baby. My husband, King John, is away fighting.
     Hungary is such a sad place to live right now. Everyone is fighting. My husband fights with kings from other countries. Groups of people within Hungary are fighting with other groups of people. A lot of the warring is about religion. I wish King John would stop fighting and come home to see our baby. I wish people would talk about their differences, instead of trying to kill each other over them.
NARRATOR: Unfortunately, King John died just two weeks after the baby was born. He never saw his son. Little baby prince John Sigismund became the new King of Hungary.
NOBLE: All hail King John Sigismund of Hungary!
NARRATOR: Well, King John Sigismund was obviously way too young to rule a country! Kings from other countries took most of Hungary away from John Sigismund and kept it for themselves.
QUEEN ISABELLA: I’m taking my baby to live in a small corner of the kingdom called Transylvania. I will teach him to be a wise ruler, and I will help him put an end to all of the fighting. (Set the baby aside.)
NARRATOR: While the young king was growing up, the wars continued. In Transylvania, the followers of different religions kept fighting with each other. Queen Isabella died when John Sigismund was nineteen years old. It was now all up to him to try to stop the wars.
KING JOHN SIGISMUND: (speaking to one of the nobles) What should we do? How can we stop the fighting?
NOBLE: ONE king, ONE country, ONE religion! Just as they do in France and Spain, we must choose ONE religion for Transylvania. Everyone will have to follow it, and then we will have no more fighting.
KING J.S.: Hmm, I don’t know. You know, my dear mother taught me that people should try to solve their differences by talking. I wonder… what if I invite people from different religions to my court to talk together?
NARRATOR: And that’s just what he did. King John Sigismund invited a number of preachers to his court for a conversation about religion.
CALVINIST: I’m a Calvinist preacher.
CATHOLIC: I’m a Catholic preacher.
LUTHERAN: I’m a Lutheran preacher.
GREEK ORTHODOX: I’m a Greek Orthodox preacher.
FRANCIS DAVID: I’m Francis David (pronounce DAH-veed). I’m a Christian who believes that God is one, not three. Since I think God is a unity, not a trinity, some people call me a Unitarian. (The preachers, including Francis David, should mime animated conversation while the narrator talks.)
NARRATOR: Of course, preachers are great talkers! They talked on and on – for days. Sometimes they argued, but they didn’t fight.
KING J.S.: Wow, I’m really impressed with Francis David, the Unitarian. He makes a lot of sense to me. I think I’m going to become a Unitarian, too.
NOBLE: I say: One king, one country, one religion!
FRANCIS DAVID: I say: We need not think alike to love alike!
NOBLE: One king, one country, one religion!
FRANCIS DAVID: We need not think alike to love alike!
KING J.S.: Well, I could do what the noble suggests and make everyone in Transylvania become Unitarian, like Francis David and me. But one of the things I like best about Francis David is that he says we don’t need to all think alike. Hmmm….
NARRATOR: King John Sigismund thought hard about what to do. He was still just a young man, and he had a big decision to make. Should he demand that everyone practice the religion that he had chosen for his own, or should he let everyone choose for themselves?
KING J.S.: I hereby issue an Edict of Religious Toleration. I proclaim that every person can follow the religion of their own choosing. No one shall be reviled for their religion by anyone else. Francis David, I invite you to remain here to be my court preacher.
NARRATOR: This is not quite a “happily ever after” story. King John Sigismund died at age 31, following a carriage accident. After his death, Unitarians were not always tolerated. Francis David was eventually imprisoned for his ideas, and he died in a dungeon. But because of King John Sigismund and Francis David, Unitarianism took hold in Transylvania, where it remains strong today. Unitarianism began with beliefs about the unity of God, and also came to stand for religious freedom and tolerance.
Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/story/281566.shtml 

2.4: The Good Samaritan from Tapestry of Faith (576 words)
     One day a lawyer came to Jesus and asked what he needed to do to live forever or, “to get into heaven” or “to become enlightened.”
     Jesus asked him what the law of the Ten Commandments said. The lawyer answered, “You shall love God with all your heart, and with all of your soul, and with all your strength, and your neighbor as yourself.” “Right!” said Jesus. Then the lawyer asked, “But, Teacher, who is my neighbor?” In other words, “who do I have to treat lovingly?” This is the story that Jesus told to the man:
     Once, a man was walking on a lonely stretch of road between Jerusalem and Jericho. Suddenly a gang of thieves jumped out from the side of the road and surrounded him. “Give us your money,” they demanded. “I need my money” he cried. “I have to buy food with this money, for myself and my whole family.”
     One of the thieves picked up a rock from the side of the road and hit the man in the head. He fell to the ground with a groan, bleeding. Seeing no one around the thieves jumped on the man and took everything he had, including his money, and his clothing. One of the thieves picked up a stick and hit the man hard several times before leaving him on the side of the road half dead.
      After a time, a priest came walking down the road. He saw the man lying on the side of the road and crossed over to the other side as he hurried by.
Soon another man, a Levite appeared. He too, saw the wounded man lying in the hot sun, naked and bleeding and he scurried on by.
     A long time passed. Flies buzzed around the man who was dying from his injuries. Luckily someone else was coming down the road. He was a Samaritan riding on his donkey. Now the people of Samaria were not friendly with the people of this man’s country. They were sworn enemies of each other.
     But the Samaritan man did not hesitate when he saw the man lying by the side of the road. He didn’t stop to think about whether he should help him because of where he was from, or what group the man belonged to. He saw that this man needed help and he felt compassion.
     The Samaritan took healing oil and wine from his bag and cleaned the man’s wounds and bound them up with bandages made from the cloth of his own shirt. He covered him with a robe. He gave the man a drink of water and helped the man onto his donkey. Slowly, for the man was in great pain and the road was long, they walked to the next town. There the Samaritan found an inn and asked the innkeeper to give him what was necessary to make the man comfortable.
The next day, the Samaritan gave money to the innkeeper to pay for the wounded man to stay at the inn until he got better. The Samaritan promised to come back in a few days and pay whatever else was needed to bring the man back to health.
When Jesus finished telling this story, he asked the lawyer, “Which one of these three men acted like a neighbor to the man who fell among thieves?” The lawyer said, “The one who showed kindness.” “Yes,” said Jesus, “go and do the same.”
Source: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/tales/session8/123425.shtml

2.5: Animal School by Devorah Greenstein (683 words)
This is a fable you can use as is, or adapt for your needs — embellish it and perform it with lots of dramatic emphasis — the underlined words almost always get a laugh — adults really like the story too. The story was loosely adapted from a story that George Reavis wrote when he was the Assistant Superintendent of the Cincinnati Public Schools in the 1940s You can find the original Reavis version online.
     Many years ago, the animals in the Great Forest decided that they wanted to start a school for all their children. Until that time, it had been the responsibility of parents to teach their children the skills they needed to know, but the animals in the Great Forest wanted their children to learn from professional teachers. So they organized a school and hired staff.
     The teachers met and decided to provide a standardized educational curriculum to their animal students. So they adopted an activity curriculum consisting of swimming, running, flying, and climbing. All the animals took all the subjects — because it was very important to them that no child be left behind. To ensure that students were progressing satisfactorily, standardized achievement tests were administered to all students.
     Here’s what happened. The ducks were excellent in swimming. In fact, the ducks were better than their teacher. But some of the ducks made only passing grades in flying and all of them were very poor in running. Since they were slow in running, they had to stay after school for remedial running practice, and they had to drop swimming in order to practice running during their swimming class time. This was kept up until all the ducks’ webbed feet were very sore. And the ducks were so tired, that soon they were only average in swimming. But average was acceptable in school, so nobody worried about that — except the ducks.
     In running, the rabbits started at the top of the class, but they did very poorly in swimming. Also, the rabbits insisted on hopping around, and the teachers were concerned about their hyperactivity — so they made the rabbits walk everywhere instead of allowing them to run or hop. And the rabbits had to come in early every day for special swimming class. Many of the younger rabbits developed severe fur problems because they were having to spend so much time in the swimming pool.
     The squirrels were excellent in climbing and running. In fact, the squirrels were the best students at climbing the standardized tree. But they wanted to fly by first climbing the tree, then spreading their paws, and gliding to the ground. (That’s the way squirrels fly.) But in flying class their teacher made them start on the ground instead of at the treetop, and the squirrels were not mastering the course material. So every day, the squirrels had therapy — a flying therapist took the squirrels into the gym and made them do front-paw exercises to strengthen their muscles so they could learn to fly the right way. The squirrels’ paws hurt so much from this overexertion that some of them only got a C in climbing. Some of the squirrels failed climbing altogether.
     The eagles were definitely problem children — in climbing class, the eagles beat all the others to the top of the tree, but they insisted on using their own way to get there and were quite stubborn about it. The eagles said that clearly it was the goal that mattered, and that it was quite right for eagles to get to the treetop by flying. The school psychologist diagnosed them as having oppositional-defiant disorder. (That’s a real diagnosis that some children are given in school.) A strict behavior modification plan was developed for the eagles.
     We can end this story in two ways. Sad to say, in some schools, we still make squirrel children try to learn to fly by flapping their paws, and punish eagles for being defiant about their right to be themselves.
     But happy to say, in some schools we enjoy all children for themselves. Each squirrel is a perfectly wonderful squirrel. Each rabbit a lovely rabbit whether or not they choose to hop, or skip, or roll, or walk. Each eagle is allowed to be an eagle; and we encourage each duck to swim and swim and swim and not worry about learning to run. And the moral of the story is:
     When we try to make everybody the same, nobody is happy. People can get hurt and their very best gifts can go to waste.
Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/story/animal-school

2.6: When Crayolas Sang by Rev. Max Coots (265 words)
     Remember when you were eight or nine at this time of year …and going back to school. …[W]e all had the same “school supplies.” Brand spanking new, unmarked, shiny and unused, as clean as our innocence and as unworn as our lives.
     Rulers: Guarantors of the shortest distance between two points; A visual aid to the mystery of fractions; …And guaranteed to fall clattering at the most embarrassing times.
     Red rubber erasers, as yet untouched by the errors of our ways; …Soon blunted and lost ….
     Slick, tall, yellow pencils, soon marked and shortened as they were turned …the friendliest of writing implements that never doomed us to the incriminating irreversibility of ink; the best desk-top toy ever invented.
     Blunt scissors, guaranteed safe…. For some, pencil boxes: an ingenuity of compartments, …reminder of the organization of which no child is capable. 
     And Crayolas: The best of all, neat to the eye, the fingers, and the nose; Waxy magic rainbow …to turn any paper into a Sistine ceiling. Even old, broken, and jumbled …the same bright promises as when it had begun.
     Crayolas were a crayon for all seasons. There was jack-o-lantern orange, full-moon yellow and cat-black, then Santa red and evergreen. New Year’s came with grey trying to be silver for the bells. There was snow-shadow blue, tree brown, winter window and fireplace yellow. The red went fast for Valentine’s and Mother’s Day, being heart-felt times. By spring the by-then broken pieces got a chance to blossom forth.
     Max Coots concludes by inviting the child in us “from time to time to hear Crayolas sing.”
Source: When Crayolas Sang in Leaning Against the Wind: a selection of sermons by Max Coots, 1992.

2.7: God’s Hat by Rev. Christopher Buice (575 words)
     Once upon a time, there was a village with a road that went straight through the center of town. One day, something strange happened. God walked down the road . . . and she was beautiful! She wore a long flowing robe and on top of her head there was a wonderful hat. All the people stopped to stare at God as she walked by, and they kept staring until she disappeared in the distance.
     “Boy, God sure was beautiful!” said one man. “And what a beautiful blue hat she had on.”
     “Yes, God was beautiful,” said a woman from the other side of the street, “but it wasn’t a blue hat she was wearing. It was a red hat!”
     “You are wrong,” said the man. “It was definitely a blue hat!”
     “No, you are wrong,” said the woman. “It was definitely a red hat.”
     As the two argued, others joined in the dispute. Soon the whole village was arguing. All the people on one side of the road were certain that God was wearing a blue hat. All the people on the other side of the road were certain that God was wearing a red hat. People got mad and started screaming at each other. Finally, the people got so angry that they decided to build a wall that went straight down the center of town. From that point on, the people on one side of the wall were enemies with the people who lived on the other side of the wall, and they never spoke to each other. On one side of the wall, the people built a church where they worshiped a God that wore a blue hat. On the other side of the wall, the people built a church where they worshiped a God that wore a red hat.
     Many years passed, and the people were still enemies. Then one day, God came walking back through the village. She was smiling and balancing on top of the wall that the people had built many years ago. This time she was wearing no hat at all. All the people ran to the wall and cried, “You must settle our argument!”
     “Yes,” said one man. “The people on that side of the street say that when you walked through the village many years ago, you were wearing a blue hat! But we know better. We know you were wearing a red hat. So tell us, God, what color was your hat?”
     God looked puzzled for a moment and began to scratch her head in thought.
     “I think I remember walking through this village many years ago,” said God. “And on that day, I believe I was wearing my hat that is blue on one side and red on the other.”
     And saying nothing more, God continued walking down the wall until she disappeared off in the distance.
     It was very quiet for a moment. Suddenly there was the sound of one child laughing. Then another child started laughing, and another. Soon the whole village was roaring with laughter. Everyone was laughing because they realized how foolish they had been.
     As the sound of laughter grew louder and louder, the wall began to shake and crumble until, finally, it came tumbling down to the ground.
     For many, many years after that day, the people told the story of God’s hat, and how laughter had torn down the wall between a divided and foolish people.
Storytelling Notes: This story is based on an African legend that Christopher Buice heard thirdhand. All details are of his own invention. This is a good story for audience participation. You can divide the congregation or class in two and have them yell “Red hat!” and “Blue hat!” at each other during the appropriate time in the story.
Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/story/gods-hat

2.8: Rivers by Rev. Christopher Buice (321 words)
     Once upon a time there were two rivers flowing side by side. Both rivers liked to argue about who was the best.
     “The water in my river is better than the water in your river!” said one.
     “No, the water in my river is better than the water in your river!” said the other.
     The two rivers would flow along all day arguing about which river was the best. Both were quite sure they were the greatest.
     “Doesn’t my water make a joyful sound as it runs over the smooth, polished pebbles on my bottom? And look at the way the sun reflects off the ripples and eddies that form around the granite boulders at my edge. These things are so beautiful. Surely, I am the best river!” said the first.
     The other river replied, “Ah, but look at all the fish that swim in my clear, cool water. And have you heard the frogs singing at night? They live in the reeds and lilies that grow at my banks. I am home to so many wonderful creatures. Surely, I must be the very best river!”
     The two continued to argue until, one day, something strange and unexpected happened. The rivers rounded a bend, slid down a small falls, and suddenly saw that they were flowing toward something much bigger and greater than themselves. Up ahead were big, crashing waves, and water everywhere for as far as they could see. They continued to rush, faster and faster, until the water from both rivers churned together into the vast and enormous ocean.
     Then a sound came from the sky. It came from a cloud that chuckled for a moment and then said, “Now you see how foolish you have been arguing about who is the best. There is no highest or lowest. There is no greatest or least. All things are one and all are joined together like rivers in the sea.”
Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/story/rivers

2.9: Reverend Margaret Barr, a Unitarian Guided by Love (574 words) 
Adapted from “Margaret Barr Teaching Trust” in A Stream of Living Souls by Denise Tracy. Used with permission.
     A stone struck Margaret in the leg. “Ow,” she said. She turned to see where the stone had come from.
     Crowds of children—young children—faced each other angrily. A British woman, Margaret watched, not understanding the words they spoke, only understanding their fear and hatred.
     “They are calling each other ‘filthy, dirty, stupid’ and much worse. It is obvious they hate each other,” said the translator.
     “What else is happening?” Margaret asked.
     “There are three groups of children. One group is Muslim. One is Christian. One is Hindu. They go to separate schools. They have been taught to fear and hate each other,” the translator replied.
     “Education does this?” Margaret questioned.
“Schools in India are based on religion. You choose which school you attend depending on your beliefs. Missionaries are often teachers and they teach that the Christian religion is better than any other religion. The Hindus and Muslims of India teach the same. So religion is a source of great tension,” the translator sighed.
     “You have to be carefully taught,” she thought. “What would it have been like if I had been raised to despise all people who were different from me?” As a Unitarian, she couldn’t even imagine it.
     Margaret was in India to work with Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi’s most important work was teaching people how to read. Many people, children and adults, did not know how to read or write. Gandhi knew that if people were literate, then they could learn about the world; if they could learn about the world, then they would know more about each other; if they knew more about each other, then they would learn compassion. Gandhi knew compassion would save the world from hate. This is why Margaret, a Unitarian minister, was working with Gandhi. She believed in his message of compassion.
     One day Margaret said to Gandhi, “Instead of schools based on religion, let’s start schools where all religions are taught. We can focus on reading, but we can also focus on the message of love and compassion.” And Gandhi agreed.
“If I were to start this school, I would bring a universalist point of view to all the lessons. I would teach that living a life of love is the path to God, no matter what god you believe in. Love is a teaching for everyone, whether they follow Brahma, Buddha, or Jesus,” Margaret said to Gandhi. And Gandhi agreed.
     “I would like to teach all children that being kind to each other is as basic as reading. It is common in all religions. Then they can grow up to be good Hindus and Muslims and Christians,” Margaret said. And Gandhi agreed.
     And so, with the help of many Unitarian and Universalist friends, Margaret Barr opened a school and an orphanage in a small town in the Khasi hills of northeastern India. She traveled back and forth from England, raising money. Every time she returned, they would greet her with “Kubhei, Kong Barr. Kubhei!”
     Whenever she got discouraged, she would remember the crowds of children she had seen, calling names and throwing stones. She would say to herself, “If I can teach one child love and compassion, that child will teach one family. If a child can teach one family, then that family could teach one village. If one family can teach a village, then that village could teach an entire nation. Then there will be no more hatred in the world.”
Source: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/loveguide/session14/168986.shtml

2.10: Like Me by Emily Kingsley (485 words without leader questions)
From the book Free to Be... A Family conceived and edited by Marlo Thomas. Copyright 1987 and published by Bantam Books. Used by permission from the Free To Be Foundation.
I went to my dad and I said to him,
There’s a new kid who’s come to my school.
He’s different from me and he isn’t too cool.
No, he’s nothing at all like me, like me,
No, he’s nothing at all like me.
(Leader: Who can tell me some ways that the two boys are the same or different?)
He runs in a funnyish jerkyish way,
And he never comes first in a race.
Sometimes he forgets which way is first base,
And he’s nothing at all like me, like me,
No, he’s nothing at all like me.
(Leader: Who can tell me some ways that the two boys are the same or different? Do we all run the same way? Why or why not?)
He studies all day in a separate class,
And they say that it’s called “Special Ed.”
And sometimes I don’t understand what he’s said,
And he’s nothing at all like me, like me,
No, he’s nothing at all like me.
(Leader: Does anyone here ever go to special classes? Do we all talk the same way? Why or why not?)
His face looks kind of different from mine,
And his talking is sometimes so slow.
And it makes me feel funny and there’s one thing I know;
And he’s nothing at all like me, like me,
No, he’s nothing at all like me.
And my father said, “Son, I want you to think
When you meet someone different and new
That he may seem a little bit strange, it’s true,
But he’s not very different from you, from you,
No he’s not very different from you.
(Leader: I wonder how the new boy is not very different.)
And I guess, I admitted, I’ve looked at his face;
When he’s left out of games, he feels bad.
And when other kids tease him, I can see he’s so sad,
I guess that’s not so different from me, from me,
No, that’s not very different from me.
(Leader: How do you feel when you get teased? How do you feel when you do not get picked to play a game?)
And when we’re in Music, he sure loves to sing,
And he sings just like me, right out loud.
When he gets his report card, I can tell he feels proud,
And that’s not very different from me, from me,
No, that’s not very different from me.
(Leader: Raise your hand if you like to sing.)
And I know in the lunchroom he has lots of fun;
He loves hot dogs and ice cream and fries.
And he hates to eat spinach and that’s not a surprise,
‘Cause that’s not very different from me, from me,
No, that’s not very different from me.
(Leader: Who likes hot dogs? Who likes ice cream? Who likes french fries? Who likes spinach?)
And he’s always so friendly, he always says hi,
And he waves and he calls out my name.
And he’d like to be friends and get into a game,
Which is not very different from me, from me,
No, I guess that’s not different from me.
(Leader: I wonder why if feels good to call others by their name. I wonder why it’s important to wave and smile at new people.)
And his folks really love him. I saw them at school,
I remember on Open School Night.
They were smiling and proud and they hugged him real tight,
And that’s not very different from me, from me,
No, that’s not very different from me.
(Leader: We all have families. Are our families the same? How are our families alike?)
So I said to my dad, Hey, you know that new kid?
Well I’ve really been thinking a lot.
Some things are different... and some things are not...
But mostly he’s really like me, like me,
Yes, my new friend’s... a lot... like me.
(Leader: Each and every person is important. Each and every person is both the same and different. Let’s talk about why it is important to look for ways in which we are the same.)
Source: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/lovesurrounds/session3/169922.shtml


2.11: Russell by Rev. Jose Ballester (425 words)
     Russell was an amateur geologist, paleontologist, and professional teacher. He took his young charges on an overnight field trip. While sitting around the campfire, he brought out a bag, took out five rocks, and held up a round, grapefruit-size rock. “This rock,” he began explaining, “looks ordinary on the outside. But inside there is hidden beauty.”
     He opened the two halves of the rock to reveal all the purple crystals inside. He then picked up another rock of equal size and opened it to reveal a fossil inside. “This is the fossil of a trilobite,” Russell explained. “It was a sea creature that lived millions of years ago. All that remains is this impression of him. Minerals seeped into the mud that held his body, and this is all that remains.”
     Next, he picked up something that looked like a small, wooden object and said, “This branch is another fossil that looks like wood, but it really is a rock. And as we know, wood burns, but not rocks.”
     Russell threw the rock that looked like a branch into the fire; it did nothing. He then took out a flat, palm-sized rock and said, “Now watch closely.” He threw the flat rock into the fire, and it soon began burning. “That rock is called ‘oil shale’ and has been used for fuel for hundreds of years.”
     He then began our lesson in earnest. “People can be as complex as these rocks. Too often all you see is a dull, rough exterior and never suspect there is beauty inside in the form of a crystal or a fossil. Sometimes people look like something else and behave in unexpected ways. And here is the true lesson from the rocks.”
     He picked up a round, black stone from a water-filled container.
     “I found this stone earlier today in the stream. As you can see, the water has rounded the rock, and the minerals have turned it black.” He then hit the stone with a hammer and it broke in two. “You can also see that the outside is still wet, and the water has made it round and dark, but the inside is still dry and gray. A human heart—like a stone—can be shaped by outside forces, but its inside remains unchanged. Over time, this stone will be further reduced, perhaps becoming a grain of sand that will find its way into an oyster and become a pearl. You never know what a human heart will become over time, so never lose hope in its potential.”
Source: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/adults/btwwdaya/workshop6/russell

2.12: Love Without Boundaries from Tapestry of Faith (798 words)
     “I don’t want to go,” said six-year-old Ruben, with his hands placed firmly on his hips.
     “Don’t want to go where?” Ruben’s dad, Nic, asked as he rolled back on his heels from where he was kneeling in the rose bed.
     “To the family playground picnic,” Ruben said.
     “I thought you wanted to see all your playground friends. We just baked cookies and made the sandwiches,” his father said.
     “We’re not going because everyone will be there with their families,” said Ruben. “Jason who lives down the street has two big brothers, a sister, and a mom. Our family does not have a mom and I do not have sisters and brothers so we can’t go. We aren’t a real family,” he continued.
     “Hmmm,” said Nic, standing up. “Let’s sit on the garden bench and talk.”
     Ruben sat on the wrought iron bench he and his dad had picked out for the garden. Ruben snuggled into his father’s arms and felt safe.
     “Ruben,” said his father, “It sounds like you are worried about what others think. We are a family and so are the others you mentioned. There are all kinds of families. Let’s go to the playground and see what we notice about how different and the same families are.”
     “Do we have to?” Ruben asked.
     “Yes, we do,” said Nic.
     Later that afternoon, Ruben and Nic walked down to the playground on Besta Street. Ruben’s dad carried the picnic basket and Ruben carried the red picnic blanket. Ruben peeked through the playground fence. The playground was busy with a lot of people, some he knew and others he didn’t.
     “Do we have to go?” Ruben tried one more time.
     “Yes,” Ruben’s dad said.
     They spread the picnic blanket on the ground by a newly planted tree. Ruben munched on a cheese sandwich while he looked over the crowd.
     There was Hannah and her grandma and grandpa. Hannah and her brother, Jake, were living with her grandparents while their parents served in the military overseas. Hannah and Ruben like to swing high on the swing set.
     A mom helped a set of triplets get a drink of water at the water fountain. They were in kindergarten and not quite tall enough to reach the spigot. Her name was Nancy and she brought the triplets to the playground each day when she was working at home. Sometimes Nancy flew to Hong Kong and other places for work and then the babysitter, Cassandra, brought the triplets to play.
     Ralph, Ruben’s best playground friend, came running over and yelled, “Hey, Ruben, I want you to meet my dads!”
     “Dads?” asked Ruben. “How did you get two?”
     “Just lucky,” said Ralph. “That’s why I’m so super at baseball. If one of my dads gets tired out, there’s another one to take my wild pitches.” Ralph acted out his very unique way of pitching a baseball, which involved multiple steps in a circle and a rotating arm. He looked a little like a windmill going crazy.
     Ruben’s dad smiled at Ralph’s antics as he shook hands with both of Ralph’s dads named Marcello and Clyde.
     “Nice to meet you,” Nic said. “I often wish that I had the energy of two for following around Ruben.”
     Just then the playground director, Ginny, came by and said, “Hey, everyone, games start in ten minutes. I hope you are ready to throw some water balloons.”
      Ralph started to warm up his pitch and everyone stepped back two steps, hoping not to get hit by a swinging arm.
     Later that night Ruben and his dad walked home in silence. As they entered their yard, they sat down on the wrought iron bench. Nic waited as the stars twinkled and the bullfrog in the pond sang to them. Finally he asked the question.
     “So, Ruben, what did you learn tonight?”
Ruben took a deep breath and launched into his answer.
     “I learned that all families are different. And I learned that all families can have fun and I learned that sometimes you have to do things you are not sure will turn out okay.”
     “Good job,” said Nic, “but there’s one other message I’d like you to learn about tonight.”
     Ruben thought and thought. Finally, Nic said, “Look at that rose bush. It’s growing. What does it need to grow?”
     “The rose needs water and sun and dirt,” said Ruben, not quite sure of the connection between the rose bush and families.
     “The rose needs love, too,” said Nic, gently. “Even with the basics, the rose still needs weeding and fertilizing and mulching to keep it safe.”
     “I get it, Dad,” exclaimed Ruben. “Love grows all kinds of families!”
     “You got it, Ruben. No matter the color, shape, or size of a family, love helps it grow.”
Source: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/lovesurrounds/session5/169999.shtml

2.13: Odd Velvet by Mary Whitcomb (700 words)
Odd Velvet by Mary E. Whitcomb, illustrated by Tara Calahan King (San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 1998). Permission pending.
     On the first day of school, Velvet’s classmates brought their teacher cinnamon tea, lace handkerchiefs, and heart shaped boxes of potpourri. Velvet handed her teacher an egg carton filled with seven rocks, her favorite red shoelaces. And half a sparrow’s egg. Velvet was odd.
     At lunchtime, Velvet not only carried a used brown paper bag, but inside of it were things like carrots and a butter sandwich. And she ate them. At recess, a few of the girls noticed that Velvet was not wearing a new dress even though it was the beginning of the school year. “Where did she come from?” they wondered out loud.
     All of this strangeness did not stop after the first day of school. In fact, it got worse. Velvet brought a milkweed pod for show and tell. Luckily, three of the other girls brought a talking doll, a wetting doll, and a crying doll, and saved the day.
     Velvet’s nose was freckled, she had a pack of only eight crayons, and her sweater once belonged to her older sister. Nothing was right about Odd Velvet. Although everyone was polite to her, no one was silly enough to pick Velvet for partner play or to walk home with her after school.
     No one wanted to be different the way Velvet was different.
     On the day of the school field trip, the children were laughing and calling each other by their nicknames. Someone called out... “What’s your nickname Velvet?”
     It got quiet as Velvet looked around. “I don’t have one,” she said. “But my father told me that, on the day I was born, the sun was just rising over the mountains, and outside it looked as though the world had been covered with a blanket of smooth, soft, lavender velvet.” A few of the boys let out a giggle, but mostly the bus fell quiet. For a moment everyone was thinking of how beautiful that morning must have been, the day Velvet was born.
     The following week a school drawing contest was announced. There was no question who the winner would be. Sarah Garvey had the best markers, the biggest paint set, and more colored pencils than anyone else in the class. When the day arrived to announce the winner, the children let Sarah sit right up front. No one was more surprised than she was when the teacher called out Velvet’s name.
     Velvet had drawn an apple. “It’s just a piece of fruit,” Sarah protested. Everyone stared at the picture. “It looks so real I would like to eat it,” someone said. “It seems like you could pick it up,” another child added. Sure enough, with just her eight crayons, Velvet had drawn the most beautiful apple the children had ever seen.
     Little by little, the things that Velvet said, and the things that Velvet did began to make sense. The teacher had Velvet speak for two whole days about her rock collection. She even had ashes from a real volcano.
     Still, on the day that she handed out invitations to her birthday party, the whispering began. “I bet her house is old and dark,” Sarah said. The thought of going to Velvet’s house made everyone feel a little uneasy. Velvet lived in a tiny house at the end of a long road. There was no jungle gym or tether ball. Just a swing hanging from a big, old tree.
     At the door, Velvet’s mom and dad politely asked the children in. There were no birthday magicians or wizards. Not even a clown. But they got to turn Velvet’s room into a castle. The royal subjects painted their faces and put glitter in their hair. They jumped high off the bed into a blue blanket moat.
     Velvet’s sister made each of them golden crowns with colored jewels. They took turns wearing Velvet’s royal cloak (which used to be a bed cover). They played cards and shot marbles. Velvet even showed them how to draw beautiful apples.
     On the last day of school, Velvet’s classmates brought their teacher handfuls of flowers, cards that they had made, and an impressive collection of nice-looking rocks. Velvet was different. But maybe she wasn’t so odd after all.
Source: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/lovesurrounds/session6/170042.shtml







3.0: Children’s Books
3.1: What Makes Us Unique? Our First Talk About Diversity by Dr. Jillian Roberts, author, and Cindy Revell, illustrator (2016)
[image: What Makes Us Unique?: Our First Talk About Diversity (Just Enough, 3):  Roberts, Dr. Jillian, Revell, Cindy: 9781459809482: Amazon.com: Books]     “When it comes to explaining physical, cultural and religious differences to children, it can be difficult to know where to begin. What Makes Us Unique? provides an accessible introduction to the concept of diversity, teaching children how to respect and celebrate people’s differences and that ultimately, we are all much more alike than we are different. Additional questions at the back of the book allow for further discussion.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ZlYU_dWXxM (4:31). 

3.2: A Little Respectful SPOT: A Story About Respecting People, Places, and Things by Diane Alber (2020)
[image: A Little Respectful SPOT: A Story About... by Alber, Diane]     “What does it mean to be RESPECTFUL? Being RESPECTFUL tells people you not only care about them but you also care about yourself too! Join a cute little yellow SPOT as he shows all the different ways to be respectful to people, places and things. With fun illustrations your child will be able to see actual scenarios that your child is in everyday! From being polite, to respecting personal space and property, your child will have a clear understand of what it means to be respectful and why it’s so important.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yN4gY7ekJT0 (5:05) 

3.3: My Food, Your Food by Lisa Bullard, author and Christine M. Schneider, illustrator (2015)
[image: My Food, Your Food (Cloverleaf Books ™ ―... by Bullard, Lisa]     “It’s food week in Manuel’s class. Each student tells about something special his or her family eats. Manuel learns that families have different food traditions. Some eat noodles with chopsticks. Others use a fork. Some families eat flat bread. Others eat puffy bread. What kind of food will Manuel share with his class? Join him to find out how deliciously different and alike food can be.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8s7sgF8Wufg (5:12)

[image: My Religion, Your Religion (Cloverleaf Books ™ ― Alike and Different):  Bullard, Lisa, Conger, Holli: 9781467760331: Amazon.com: Books]3.4: My Religion, Your Religion by Lisa Bullard (Author) and Holli Conger (Illustrator) (2015)
     “When David’s friend invites him to a service at a Jewish synagogue, David feels nervous. David is a Christian, and he’s only ever been to churches. But soon David discovers that learning about different religions is fun. How are religions similar? How are they different? What will David discover? A diverse cast gives multiple points of comparison.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LtLP6vFomc8 (5:00)

[image: Fitting In: (An Inclusive Picture Book for Kids of All Ages) - Kindle  edition by Aoki, Haruka, Olson, John. Children Kindle eBooks @ Amazon.com.]3.5: Fitting In by Haruka Aoki & John Olson (2022)
     “In a world of circles, Square feels different! In public, Square wears extra shapes to try to fit in, but pretending to be a circle all the time is hard work. When Square trips and falls at a big, beautiful circle party, everyone learns the truth about Square’s identity. In the end, Square realizes many friends are different shapes, too, and learns to celebrate the uniqueness of every shape (including the square!).”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4iY6AbEHG58 (6:54)

3.6: Quiet Please, Owen McPhee! by Trudy Ludwig, author, and Patrice Barton, illustrator (2018)
[image: Quiet Please, Owen McPhee!: Ludwig, Trudy, Barton, Patrice: 9780399557132:  Amazon.com: Books]     “Owen McPhee doesn’t just like to talk, he LOVES to talk. He spends every waking minute chattering away at his teachers, his classmates, his parents, his dog, and even himself. But all that talking can get in the way of listening. And when Owen wakes up with a bad case of laryngitis, it gives him a much-needed opportunity to hear what others have to say.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1X-4QX8NCY (6:41)




3.7: Chocolate Milk, Por Favor: Celebrating Diversity with Empathy by Maria Dismondy, author and Donna Farrell, illustrator (2015)
[image: Image result for Chocolate Milk, Por Favor: Celebrating Diversity with Empathy]     “Chocolate Milk, Por Favor! is a story about a boy named Johnny who is angry when a new student, Gabe, arrives. Gabe comes to school in tears and doesn’t speak English. Johnny doesn’t understand why anyone would want to play with Gabe, especially since he can’t talk to them, but slowly Johnny learns that actions speak much louder than words.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZnIGNmpaBOQ (9:36)
Interview with “The REAL Gabe” from Chocolate Milk, Por Favor at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9kRivAFH2R8 (11:31)

3.8: Odd Velvet by Mary E. Whitcomb (Author) and by Tara Calahan King (Illustrator) (1998)
[image: Odd Velvet: Whitcomb, Mary: 9780811820042: Amazon.com: Books]     “Velvet is odd. Instead of dolls that talk and cry, Velvet brings a milkweed pod for show and tell. She wins the class art contest using only an eight-pack of crayons. She likes to collect rocks. Even her name is strange—Velvet! But as the school year unfolds, the things Velvet does and the things that Velvet says slowly begin to make sense. And, in the end, Velvet’s classmates discover that being different is what makes Velvet so much fun.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jg-Fzg6mmkQ (4:59)

3.9: Until Someone Listens: A Story About Borders, Family, and One Girl’s Mission by Estela Juarez with Lissette Norman (Authors) and Teresa Martínez (Illustrator) 2022
[image: Amazon.com: Until Someone Listens: A Story About Borders, Family, and One  Girl's Mission (Audible Audio Edition): Estela Juarez, Lissette Norman, Estela  Juarez, Macmillan Audio]     “For years her family fought and fought for permission for her to stay in the U.S. But no one listened. When Estela was eight, her mother was deported to Mexico.
     “Estela knew she had to do something. So she wrote letters: to local newspapers, Congress, the President, and anyone else who could help. She wrote and wrote and wrote until, finally… someone listened.
     “In this heart wrenching, autobiographical story, Estela Juarez’s letters take her from the local news all the way to the national stage, where she discovers the power in her words and pledges to keep using her voice until her family―and others like hers― are together again.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbraVEeac0I (6:58)

3.10: We Are All Connected: Caring for Rach Other & the Earth by Gabi Garcia (Author) and Natalia Jimenez Osorio (Illustrator) (2022)
[image: We Are All Connected: Taking care of each other & the earth: 9781949633511:  Garcia, Gabi, Jimenez Osorio, Natalia: Books - Amazon.com]     “We Are All Connected is a lyrical picture book that reminds kids to celebrate differences, stand up for each other, and work together to make the world a better place.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RgMsb2elxms (3:57)




3.11: This Is How We Do It: One Day in the Lives of Seven Kids from around the World by Matt LaMothe (2023)
[image: This Is How We Do It: One Day in the Lives... by Lamothe, Matt]     “In Japan, Kei plays Freeze Tag, while in Uganda, Daphine likes to jump rope. While the way they play may differ, the shared rhythm of their days and—this one world we all share unites them.
     “This genuine exchange provides a window into traditions that may be different from our own as well as mirrors reflecting our common experiences. Inspired by his own travels, Matt Lamonthe transports readers across the globe and back with this luminous and thoughtful picture book.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NmXnPrd-Evk (17: 36




3.12: Everybody Cooks Rice by Norah Dooley (Author) and Peter J. Thornton (Illustrator) 1991
[image: Everybody Cooks Rice by Norah Dooley | Goodreads]     “In this multicultural picture book, Carrie goes from one neighbor’s house to the next looking for her brother, who is late for dinner. She discovers that although each family is from a different country, everyone makes a rice dish at dinnertime. Readers will enjoy trying the simple recipes that correspond to each family’s unique rice dish.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pmw1Id2_CCM (9:31)

3.13: Our Diversity Makes Us Stronger by Elizabeth Cole (Author) and Julia Kamenshikova (Illustrator) (2021)
[image: Amazon.com: Our Diversity Makes Us Stronger: Social Emotional Book for Kids  about Diversity and Kindness (Children's Book for Boys and Girls) (World of  Kids Emotions) eBook : Cole, Elizabeth, Kamenshikova, Julia: Kindle]     “In this kids’ book, our little hero named Nick will show your children that we all are different in many ways, and everyone is unique—which is great! Nicky is afraid that his friends will not accept him because of his new reading glasses. By talking to his peers on the way to school, he discovers the beauty of diversity and realizes that our diversity is actually our strength.
     “This children’s book contains lovely hand-drawn illustrations and charming rhymes. With an extra coloring page inside, this book will help your children: to accept and celebrate diversity [and] to be kind to those who are different….”
[bookmark: _Hlk151479740]Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wzb-uvD_h8&t=112s (5:59)
[bookmark: _Hlk151483702]
3.14: Fish for Jimmy: Inspired by One Family’s Experience in a Japanese American Internment Camp by Katie Yamasaki, author & Illustrator (2013)
[image: Image result for fish for jimmy]      “For two boys in a Japanese American family, everything changed when Japan bombed Pearl Harbor and the United States went to war. With the family forced to leave their home and go to an internment camp, Jimmy loses his appetite. Older brother Taro takes matters into his own hands and, night after night, sneaks out of the camp and catches fresh fish for Jimmy to help make him strong again. This affecting tale of courage and love is an adaptation of the author’s true family story.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OxFmYCHU0i8  (6:01)

[image: Image result for whoever you are by mem fox]3.15: Whoever You Are by Mem Fox, author & Leslie Staub, illustrator (2006)
     “Every day all over the world, children are laughing and crying, playing and learning, eating and sleeping. They may not look the same. They may not speak the same language. Their lives may be quite different. But inside, they are all alike. Stirring words and bold paintings weave their way around our earth, across cultures and generations. At a time when, unfortunately, the lessons of tolerance still need to be learned, Whoever You Are urges us to accept our differences, to recognize our similarities, and-most importantly-to rejoice in both.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0J6tKoT53Y (3:07) 

[image: Image result for people by peter spier]3.16: People by Peter Spier, author & illustrator (1980)
     “A celebration of diverse world cultures …in print since 1980, this classic, boundary-pushing book is …a tribute to the ways in which we as the world’s citizens are at once both different and the same.” As you will see, the population of the world has increased dramatically over the years, yet the book remains relevant.
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKfbwZ0BfyQ (20:45)




[image: Image result for the color of us]3.17: The Colors of Us by Karen Katz (2002)
     “Seven-year-old Lena is going to paint a picture of herself. She wants to use brown paint for her skin. But when she and her mother take a walk through the neighborhood, Lena learns that brown comes in many different shades.
     “Through the eyes of a little girl who begins to see her familiar world in a new way, this book celebrates the differences and similarities that connect all people.
     “Karen Katz created this book for her daughter, Lena, whom she and her husband adopted from Guatemala….”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=679Sw4IACAk (4:15)

3.18: The Sandwich Swap by Queen Rania of Jordan Al Abdullah & Kelly DiPucchio, authors and Tricia Tusa, illustrator (2010)
[image: Image result for the sandwich swap]     “Lily and Salma are best friends. They like doing all the same things, and they always eat lunch together. Lily eats peanut butter and Salma eats hummus-but what’s that between friends? It turns out, a lot. Before they know it, a food fight breaks out. Can Lily and Salma put aside their differences? Or will a sandwich come between them?”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ry4AWDz7sGc&t=2s (5:01)
Animated: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvEr6FsVoBI (5:57)


[image: Image result for children's books about unity]3.19: Same, Same but Different by Jenny Sue Kostecki-Shaw (2011)
     “Elliot lives in America, and Kailash lives in India. They are pen pals. By exchanging letters and pictures, they learn that they both love to climb trees, have pets, and go to school. Their worlds might look different, but they are actually similar. Same, same. But different! Through an inviting point-of-view and colorful, vivid illustrations, this story shows how two boys living oceans apart can be the best of friends.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjK1J0jUxD4 (3:51)

3.20: Separate Is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her Family’s Fight for Desegregation by Duncan Tonatiuh (2014)
[image: Image result for Separate Is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her Family's Fight]     “Almost 10 years before Brown vs. Board of Education, Sylvia Mendez and her parents helped end school segregation in California. An American citizen of Mexican and Puerto Rican heritage who spoke and wrote perfect English, Mendez was denied enrollment to a “Whites only” school. Her parents took action by organizing the Hispanic community and filing a lawsuit in federal district court. Their success eventually brought an end to the era of segregated education in California.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gW6jzzIwAQo (14:54)
   Voices of History: Sylvia Mendez speaks: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIMWdfSxoh8 (2:20)
   About Sylvia Mendez, who received the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2011: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihJKcxRKDRg (4:23)
   Interview with the Author: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n7-kzJVcOUw (6:58)

3.21: Emmanuel’s Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah by Laurie Ann Thompson, author & Sean Qualls, illustrator (2015)
[image: Image result for Emmanuel's Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah]     “Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah’s inspiring true story—which was turned into a film, Emmanuel’s Gift, narrated by Oprah Winfrey—is nothing short of remarkable. Born in Ghana, West Africa, with one deformed leg, he was dismissed by most people—but not by his mother, who taught him to reach for his dreams. As a boy, Emmanuel hopped to school more than two miles each way, learned to play soccer, left home at age thirteen to provide for his family, and, eventually, became a cyclist. He rode an astonishing four hundred miles across Ghana in 2001, spreading his powerful message: disability is not inability. Today, Emmanuel continues to work on behalf of the disabled.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7taFlNkjrAc (6:03)
Meet Emmanuel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHUDh82sZYs (5:19)
Do What Moves You: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f5Efz7pCz2U (1:53)

[image: Image result for two mrs. gibsons]3.22: Two Mrs. Gibsons by Toyomi Igus, author & Daryl Wells, illustrator (2001)
     “Two Mrs. Gibsons is author Toyomi Igus’s tender and touching tribute to the two most important women in her life her Japanese mother and her African American grandmother. From memories of her grandmother’s big bear hugs to her mother’s light down-filled comforter hugs, from listening to her grandmother’s lively spirituals to her mother’s soft lullabies, from playing with her grandmother’s fancy going-to-a-Sunday-meetin’ hats to trying on her mother’s kimono, Toyomi celebrates the joys and rich diversity of growing up biracial.” 
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yCAgQjw2dk (6:11)

4.0: Curriculum & Theme-Based Classroom Activities for Children
        from Tapestry of Faith
4.1: Chalice Children: A Program about Our Unitarian Universalist Community for Preschoolers
4.1.1: Session 10: Helping Others
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/chalicechildren/session10 
Pluralism is about making connections which caring illustrates. 
“Participants will:
· Understand that caring for others is an important part of being a Unitarian Universalist
· Express their own caring by creating cards for people who are lonely or sick
· Connect the story with their caring feelings.”
4.1.2: Session 11: A Special Jigsaw Puzzle
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/chalicechildren/session11 
Making senses of the diversity of families involves understanding and accepting differences which is an aspect of pluralism.
“Participants will:
· Understand that many different kinds of families make up the congregational family
· Feel pride in the uniqueness of their own family
· Make the connection that individual families are like pieces of a puzzle that make up the whole congregational family.”
4.1.3: Session 25: Teddy Bear Month — Friendship
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/chalicechildren/session25 
Making friends involves encountering and accepting differences which is an aspect of pluralism.
Participants will:
· Learn how to make the Chalice Children group feel like a friendly place
· Experience caring and sharing as a way of affirming themselves and others
· Practice the skills involved in making friends with others
· Feel a sense of competence by teaching the bears the Chalice Children songs and games.

4.2: Wonderful Welcome: A Program for Children Grades K-1
4.2.1: Session 3: The Gift Of Forgiveness
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/welcome/session3/118166.shtml 
Forgiveness involves understanding and reconciliation as well as tolerance, which makes it a process with similarities to pluralism. 
“Participants will:
· Explore the value and the challenges of giving and receiving the gift of forgiveness
· Through role-play, learn to use forgiveness to resolve conflict in their own lives
· Plan consequences for breaking the group covenant
· Reflect on a story in which forgiveness brings peace between friends and helps them accomplish something together”
4.2.2: Session 6: The Gift of Friends
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/welcome/session6
Making friends involves encountering and accepting differences which is an aspect of pluralism. In the story, Coyote loses his songs, music, and dance after rejecting his friends. He only finds them when he reconciles with his friends. 
“Participants will:
· Identify what they like about their friends
· Learn some ways to express appreciation of friends
· Reflect on the value of friends through a story about how the Native American character, Coyote, learns to value his friends
· Learn and sing a song about friendship.”
4.2.3: Session 12: The Gift Of Acceptance
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/welcome/session12
Acceptance, though not necessarily agreement, is part of pluralism.
“Participants will:
· Reflect on a story about animals that are deemed unworthy by their owners, but are redeemed by acceptance in a group
· Create self-portraits that illustrate how everyone is the same and different
· Explore the intangible gift of acceptance
· Consider the importance of belonging to a faith community that is accepting.
· Affirm our fourth Principle of free and responsible search for truth and meaning
· Affirm our first Principle, the inherent worth and dignity of every person
· Demonstrate that every person has valuable gifts to offer
· Engage participants in the spiritual practices of opening and closing rituals.”
4.2.4: Session 13: The Gift Of Learning Together
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/welcome/session13 
Having different perspectives in learning together is also a part of pluralism. 
Participants will:
· Understand why learning from one another is an important and valuable gift that helps both individuals and communities
· Practice learning together 
· Explore how living our UU Principles depends on our willingness to learn together
· Identify skills they have and teach those skills to their peers
· Engage in opening and closing rituals as a sharing of spirit.

4.3: Love Surrounds Us: A Program on the UU Principles and Beloved Community for Grades K-1
4.3.1: Session 4: Forgiveness
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/lovesurrounds/session4 
Forgiveness involves understanding and reconciliation as well as tolerance, which makes it a process with similarities to pluralism. 
“Participants will:
· Explore how love and forgiveness connect us, through a sewing project
· Experience a story of forgiveness drawn from Genesis 43:16-46:7 in Hebrew scripture
· Practice using the words of forgiveness “you are forgiven” and “I forgive you,” in a game.”
4.3.2: Session 5: Love Surrounds Us Without Boundaries
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/lovesurrounds/session5 
Making senses of the diversity of families involves understanding and accepting differences which is an aspect of pluralism.
“Participants will:
· Identify their family
· Experience many kinds of families
· Engage in multiple ways to show love without boundaries with families.”
4.3.3: Session 6: Acceptance
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/lovesurrounds/session6 
Acceptance, though not necessarily agreement, is part of pluralism.
“Participants will:
· Learn what it means to accept others
· Experience a Buddhist walking meditation
· Think about differences and how our differences make everyone unique.”
4.3.4: Session 10: Our Words Matter
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/lovesurrounds/session10 
Speaking out and making sure others are heard is important to pluralism.
“Participants will:
· Learn and practice our Unitarian Universalist belief that everyone's opinion matters
· Experience ways to make sure everyone has a voice during discussions, through a story based on a Sioux legend and a talking stick activity.
· Consider the Unitarian Universalist fifth Principle idea that everyone deserves a vote (a voice) about the things that concern them
· Practice allowing everyone to express their thoughts and feelings
· Learn that in our congregations, everyone is loved and their voices welcomed, regardless of their opinions.”
4.3.5: Session 11: Hear Our Voices
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/lovesurrounds/session11 
The story of Ruby Bridges is a story that includes resistance to diversity and working to overcome it which is part of pluralism.
“Participants will:
· Hear a story about a young girl who took the initiative to help when she saw a basic unmet need
· Affirm the gifts they have to offer the world around them.
· Consider the Unitarian Universalist fifth Principle, that everyone deserves a say about the things that concern them
· Learn they they can make a difference in others’ lives even with even small actions
· Foster empathy.
· Hear a story about Ruby Bridges.
· Affirm the gifts they have to offer the world around them.”
4.3.6: Session 12: A Peaceful and Fair World
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/lovesurrounds/session12 
An important goal of pluralism is peace. 
“Participants will:
· Engage with a story of a community caring for one another
· Connect receiving and giving as they learn that a bowl is used for both
· Identify four basic human needs in relationship to the sixth Principle, “working for a peaceful, fair, and free world”
· Become confident, empowered peacemakers who act in accord with our sixth Principle.”

4.4: Moral Tales: A Program on Making Choices for Grades 2-3
4.4.1: Session 4: In Another's Shoes
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/tales/session4 
[bookmark: _Hlk108976427]The experience of empathy is an important part of pluralism, which was key in the process of reconciliation as happened with the Seal Hunter in the story, The Wounded Seal.
“Participants will:
· Take pride in sharing acts of goodness and justice they have done (or witnessed) in the "Gems of Goodness" project
· Hear and act out a story about how someone learns to see things from another perspective.
· Learn to listen and speak empathetically
· Participate in clean-up together
· Optional: Practice using empathy as they write cards or letters to advocate protection of seals from hunting”
4.4.2: Session 5: Forgiveness
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/tales/session5
Forgiveness involves understanding and reconciliation as well as tolerance, which makes it a process with similarities to pluralism. In the story, Mussa and Nagib, anger and a slap disrupts their friendship, which is then healed through forgiveness.
“Participants will:
· Participate in the Gems of Goodness exercise
· Hear a story illustrating the act of forgiveness
· Explore the feelings and actions of the characters in the story by retelling key parts of the story
· Make personal connections to the feelings and actions of the characters in the story by using a story theater
· Experience letting go of a held resentment through an exercise with sand
· Share a personal story of an act of kindness done to them through an exercise with clay.”
4.4.3: Session 6: Welcome One and All
Link: http://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/tales/session6
The concept of hospitality is similar to the concept of pluralism. Both engage difference through welcoming. 
“Participants will:
· Hear a story about a man who is welcome at a feast only when he is wearing fancy clothing
· Name and act out welcoming and unwelcoming behaviors through participation in a game
· Build awareness of differences and similarities among people
· Practice welcoming behaviors through extending welcome to classmates
· Learn how to be welcoming of others
· Be introduced to a few facts about the Muslim holy month of Ramadan
· Learn to sing the hymn, We’re Gonna Sit at the Welcome Table.”
4.4.4: Session 7: Seeing Others with Awe
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/tales/session7 
Seeing others with awe and respecting them are key to pluralism. 
“Participants will:
· Explore the implications of the first Unitarian Universalist principle, the inherent worth and dignity of every person
· Learn about the idea of “awe” and the notion that all living beings are worthy of awe
· Hear a story about some children who learn to see each other with awe
· Think about what they value in each of their peers and articulate these observations as they write or draw them on affirmation portraits
· Identify and name things that they enjoy and/or are good at
· Make a self-portrait.”
4.4.5: Session 8: Do unto Others
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/tales/session8 
The Golden Rule is important to the practice of pluralism.
“Participants will:
· Participate in the "Gems of Goodness" exercise
· Hear a story illustrating an act of compassion for a stranger
· Participate in a cooperative game in which they think about how they would like to be treated, and have an opportunity to treat others with care
· Imagine how they might apply the Golden Rule to a variety of scenarios
· Visualize and portray the concept that all people are our neighbors
· Optional: Planning a faith in action projects in which they will practice reaching out with kindness to neighbors near and far.

4.5: Faithful Journeys: A Program about Pilgrimages of Faith in Action for Grades 2-3
4.5.1: Session 2: Unconditional Love, a Gift from Our Universalist Heritage
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/journeys/session2 
Unconditional love informs the practice of pluralism, especially when engagement is very difficult.
“Participants will:
· Learn about a childhood experience of Universalist preacher Hosea Ballou, that exemplifies key Universalist beliefs about universal salvation and love
· Experience their congregation as a place where they are loved and give unconditional love to others, despite imperfections, as they identify and affirm some of their own strengths and interests
· Name ways they might act that respond to the signpost ‘Respect Everyone’
· Name ways they have translated faith into action by participating in the Faithful Footprints exercise
· Take responsibility for creating a safe learning environment by reviewing and signing the Faithful Journeys group covenant.”
4.5.2: Session 4: Be Fair
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/journeys/session4
In ways, Fannie Barrier Williams’ (1855-1944), who worked for justice, for voting rights for women, and for racial justice for Blacks, practiced pluralism.
   Watch an illustrated UU story of her life at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-seEAWwhDQk (6:52)
“Participants will:
· Learn about justice work in our Unitarian Universalist history, through a story about Fannie Barrier Williams
· Experience and process inclusion and exclusion
· Explore combining their individual personal agencies to accomplish change by creating a Faithful Journeys Action Club and choosing its purpose
· Identify ways they do or could act that reflect the signpost ‘Be Fair’
· Name ways they did or could translate their Unitarian Universalist faith and/or Principles into action.”
4.5.3: Session 8: Seek Truth
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/journeys/session8 
Egbert Ethelred Brown’s (1875-1956) ministry would have been greatly aided if others had pursued pluralism rather than resisting diversity. 
   View an illustrated story of his life at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ENnfN9lZ1Ns (7:32).
   Also see a story about Brown at https://www.uuchurch.org/2021/unitarian-universalist-black-history-egbert-ethelred-brown-and-a-ministry-of-justice/ 
“Participants will:
· Learn about the Afro-Caribbean Unitarian minister Egbert Ethelred Brown
· Encounter the complexity of our faith’s legacy — affirming each person’s value and search for truth and meaning on the one hand, yet expressing racial prejudice on the other
· Understand the basic, historical definition of a Unitarian theology
· Have a visceral experience of searching, in a Move It! game
· Experience a treasure hunt that embodies a search for truth and meaning
· Consider their own ministry and calling
· Identify actions they might take that would reflect the signpost ‘Seek Truth’
· Name ways they did or could translate their Unitarian Universalist faith and/or Principles into action.”
4.5.4: Session 9: Ask Questions
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/journeys/session9 
Asking questions is central to the practice of pluralism. 
“Participants will:
· Learn about Unitarian Universalist Clyde Tombaugh who dedicated his life to learning about space and discovered Pluto and fourteen asteroids
· Experience hands-on learning about the scale of the planets
· Learn the fifth Source of our Unitarian Universalist living tradition, humanist teachings that affirm the guidance of reason and the results of science and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit
· Engage in asking questions to learn more about their peers
· Name ways they did or could translate their Unitarian Universalist faith and/or Principles into action.”
4.5.5: Session 13: Build World Community
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/journeys/session13 
The UU Partner Church program has engaged diversity and promoted the practice of pluralism. 
The video, Romania, Village Life in Transylvania, at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SoLCD3rP9DM (29:16) is very effective in portraying village life among Transylvanians. 
“Participants will:
· Explore our sixth Unitarian Universalist Principle, the goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all
· Learn about partner church connections between Unitarian Universalist congregations in the U.S. and Unitarian churches abroad
· Affirm the worth and dignity of people whose cultural traditions may differ from our own
· Experience cultural traditions from different countries connected to our faith through the Unitarian Universalist Partner Church program and consider children’s international empathy by exploring cultural commonalities and differences
· Model hospitality and welcome as ways to act on our sixth Principle, through a story of a Transylvanian Unitarian community welcoming a visitor from another country.
· Build cooperative community in a Move It! game
· Identify actions they might take that would reflect the signpost “Build World Community”
· Name ways they did or could translate their Unitarian Universalist faith and/or Principles into action.”

4.6: Love Will Guide Us: A Program for Grades 2-3 that Applies the Wisdom of the Six Sources to the Big Questions
4.6.1: Session 8: Love Is Accepting
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/loveguide/session8  
Acceptance, though not necessarily agreement, is part of pluralism.
“Participants will:
· Experience the fourth Source of Unitarian Universalism, “Jewish and Christian teachings which tell us to love all other as we love ourselves,” through a story from Hebrew scripture
· Understand that a Unitarian Universalist faith guides us to accept everyone as they are—the same way we want to be accepted—regardless of how someone’s behavior matches the gender we perceive them to be
· Explore gender roles and stereotypes in an age-appropriate manner
· Build emotional self-awareness, emotional expression, and empathy.”
4.6.2: Session 13: Responding with Love
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/loveguide/session13 
Engaging with kindness is important in the practice of pluralism. 
“Participants will:
· Hear a story from the Sufi tradition that models responding to meanness with kindness
· Experience a calming dancing meditation
· Practice transforming negative situations and attitudes with positive words.”
4.6.3: Session 16: Love Is the Golden Rule
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/loveguide/session16 
The Golden Rule is at the core of the practice of pluralism. The term, “Golden Rule activist,” understands the Golden Rule as a motivation for activism. See https://interfaithmovement.com/news/how-to-live-authentically-as-a-golden-rule-activist-published-livegolden-article/. The Golden Rule is also the name of a sailboat used to protest nuclear weapons. See https://www.friendsjournal.org/historic-peace-activism-sailboat-golden-rule-to-make-another-voyage/ and https://www.gzcenter.org/following-the-golden-rule/. 
“Participants will:
· Demonstrate and strengthen knowledge of the seven Unitarian Universalist Sources, as expressed in child-friendly language
· Explore in both religious and concrete terms what it means to be guided by love as the Golden Rule
· Express understanding of the connections among our faith, our Sources, and love, by creating Love Will Guide Us night sky displays.”

4.7: Signs of Our Faith: A Program about Being UU Every Day for Grades 2-3
4.7.1: Session 4: Seeking Knowledge
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/signs/session4 
In this session, participants experience a search for answers to big questions, and encounter multiple answers rooted in various theologies both of which support pluralism.
“Participants will:
· Recognize questioning and seeking answers as activities of religious exploration and signs of Unitarian Universalist faith
· Understand prayer or mediation as a religious ritual that can connect us to our inside thoughts and spirit as well as the world around us
· Use prayer or meditation to articulate and express religious feelings such as gratitude, awe, hope, and longing”
4.7.2: Session 10: Signs of Welcome
Link: http://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/signs/session10
Welcoming is central to the practice of pluralism.
“Participants will:
· Identify being welcoming as a way to be UU every day
· Experience the hymn "Come, Come, Whoever You Are" and a story of the biblical prophet Elijah
· Share personal stories of being welcomed and being shut out
· Recognize and commit to actions and behaviors that are signs of a welcoming and accessible environment, by creating a welcome ritual for the group to use in future meetings.”
4.7.3: Session 13: Finding Beauty in Uniqueness
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/signs/session13
Engaging uniqueness and diversity effectively are at the heart of pluralism. 
“Participants will:
· Recognize ways they are unique
· See how diversity strengthens our UU community
· Practice respectful cultural sharing.”

[bookmark: _Hlk135889881]4.8: Toolbox of Faith: A Program That Helps Children Discover the Uses of Faith, Grades 4-5
4.8.1: Session 2: Questioning (Magnifying Glass)
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/toolbox/session2 
Thoughtful questions are at the heart of the practice of pluralism.
“Participants will:
· Discuss the value of using reason to investigate problems, both in science and in society
· Reflect on the variety of ways to look deeper and question as Unitarian Universalists
· Develop questioning skills through play
· Practice looking more deeply at issues through the symbolism of the magnifying glass”
4.8.2: Session 10: Courage and Conviction (Saddlebags)
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/toolbox/session10
The practice of pluralism requires courage and conviction, especially conviction in our own beliefs as we participate in dialogue.
Participants will:
· Learn about the work and lives of nineteenth-century Universalist circuit-riding preachers and how they acted on the courage of their convictions
· Consider that Unitarian Universalism is a faith that values an unending search for truth and meaning, encourages individuals and faith communities to discern convictions that they find spiritually imperative, and supports them in standing up for these convictions in their lives and communities
· Explore the purpose and importance of conviction and courage in a religious context
· Gain an introduction to Universalist beliefs
· Acquire and test guidelines for discernment of their own important convictions
· Both provide and receive support in their faith community for building a sense of courage of their convictions.
4.8.3: Session 11: Listening (Stethoscope)
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/toolbox/session11 
Listening is an essential skill in the practice of pluralism. 
“Participants will:
· Use listening skills to identify sounds
· Connect the meaning of listening to the development of a strong faith
· Learn about a time when listening to one another helped Unitarian Universalists make difficult decisions together
· Practice listening skills through games and play involving noises, rhythm, songs, and/or chant
· Focus on listening to each other with special care in this session's Council Circle
· Reflect on times they listened well and didn't listen well, and what they can do to continue developing and practicing listening skills.
· Connect listening with the Unitarian Universalist Principle which affirms and promotes acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations (third Principle)
· Consider listening as a method Unitarian Universalists use when we seek wisdom from the world’s religions in our ethical and spiritual lives (third Source).
4.8.4: Session 16: Resiliency (Hard Hat)
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/toolbox/session16 
Resiliency is an important quality in the practice of pluralism.
“Participants will:
· Learn to define resiliency as bouncing back from problems
· Hear the biblical story of a prophetic woman — Miriam, sister of Moses and Aaron —whose resiliency helped her lead her people from slavery
· Explore the structure and language of the Bible by searching for chapters and verses in a variety of versions
· Experience a Jewish dance and song as embodiment of the joy that Miriam felt upon the release from slavery
· Reflect on their own experiences of resiliency, including opportunities and strategies for being resilient in their own lives
· Engage in the spiritual practices of chalice lighting, voicing of joys and concerns, and intentional discussion.

4.9: Windows and Mirrors: A Program about Diversity for Grades 4-5 (16 sessions)
4.9.1: Consists of 16 sessions focused on diversity.
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/windows
These sessions focus on diversity, but they are also related to pluralism.
     “Windows and Mirrors nurtures children’s ability to identify their own experiences and perspectives and to seek out, care about and respect those of others. The sessions unpack topics that lend themselves to diverse experiences and perspectives—for example, faith heritage, public service, anti-racism and prayer. The program teaches that there are always multiple viewpoints and everyone’s viewpoint matters.”
Session 1: Looking In/looking Out
Session 2: Me In Faith Community, Faith Community In Me
Session 3: We Need Not Think Alike To Love Alike
Session 4: Building A Community Of Forgiveness
Session 5: The Blessing Of Imperfection
Session 6: All Ages Offer Gifts
Session 7: Let's Talk
Session 8: Eyes On The Prize
Session 9: Lean On Me
Session 10: Service Is The Rent We Pay For Living
Session 11: Privilege Is A Blessing We Give Away To Be In Community
Session 12: Making Visible The Invisible
Session 13: Images Of Injustice
Session 14: All Work Has Honor
Session 15: Prayer Is A Place To Grow A Soul
Session 16: Choose To Be Uu

4.10: Love Connects Us: A Program on Living in Unitarian Universalist Covenant for Grades 4-5
4.10.1: Session 4: Love Your Neighbor as Yourself
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/loveconnects/session4 
The practice of radical hospitality involves the same attitude and skills as the practice of pluralism.
“Participants will:
· Reflect on and discuss a story that demonstrates both the ethic of reciprocity and a kind of radical hospitality
· Experience, in games and activities, how affirming one another deepens our connections and builds our sense of community
· Reflect on how radical hospitality enriches our communities and each of us as individuals
· Explore their individual responsibility and practical ways to offer radical hospitality to others.”
4.10.2: Session 12: Seeing Truth/True Seeing
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/loveconnects/session12 
Truth-seeking and truth-telling are necessary in the practice of pluralism.
“Participants will:
· Articulate ways their own acts of truth-telling and truth-seeking embody a faith covenant
· Reflect on the capacity of ‘hard truths’ to bring discomfort and pain yet also healing and joy, through the Rev. David Pettee’s personal story of researching his family’s history of slave ownership
· Practice discerning truth, by playing the game Two Truths and a Lie
· Embody the ‘tied together’ theme of the curriculum by weaving their own God’s Eyes, an emblem of true seeing.”
4.10.3: Session 13: A Matter of Perspective
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/loveconnects/session13 
Understanding that there can be different perspectives is crucial to the practice of pluralism. 
“Participants will:
· Learn, through responding to a story, how different people involved in the same event can perceive the event differently
· Experience literally (visually) how the viewer’s perspective determines the appearance of an image or object
· Understand that an individual’s experiences shape their unique perspective, which in turn informs their sense of what is true
· Recognize that others, bringing their own perspectives, can hold truths different from someone else’s without being ‘wrong.’”

4.11: Sing to the Power: A Social Justice Program for Children Grades 4-5
4.11.1: Session 8: The Power of Listening
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/sing/session8  
Listening is essential to the practice of pluralism.
“Participants will:
· Hear the story of Unitarian Universalist minister Don Robinson, who created Beacon House Community Ministries for children and youth, in partnership with members of the Washington, DC community in which it is located
· Practice deep attention and listening through an exercise in which the group counts to ten
· Experience the power of listening and presence, by listening to a partner rant about a pet peeve
· Create “all ears” hats as a reminder to listen actively and deeply.”

4.12: Riddle and Mystery: A Program on the Big Questions for Grade 6
4.12.1: Session 10: To Tell the Truth
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/riddle/session10 
Exploring truth is central to the practice of pluralism.
“Participants will:
· Define truth and explore its importance at several levels
· Learn the role his commitment to truth played in Mahatma Gandhi’s life and accomplishments
· Define ‘spiritual truth’ and discover a range of spiritual truths found in Unitarian Universalism
· Explore the implications of gossip.”
4.12.2: Session 14: Life as Mystery
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/riddle/session14 
Appreciating life as mystery enhances the practice of pluralism.
“Participants will:
· Understand mystery as natural and compelling to humans, and an experience celebrated in our faith
· Refresh their thoughts about Big Questions previously posed
· Hear Unitarian Universalist ideas about the nature and importance of questioning
· Identify the Big Questions most important to their lives
· Grow in comfort with questioning, accepting that questions sometimes produce ambiguous, contradictory answers
· Celebrate mystery.”

4.13: Amazing Grace: A Program about Exploring Right and Wrong for Grade 6
4.13.1: Session 2: Curious Faith
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/grace/session2 
Curiosity facilitates the practice of pluralism.
“Participants will:
· Reflect upon wrongdoings that are common and significant for sixth graders
· Discover or rediscover the story of Pandora’s box
· Explore the value and nature of curiosity
· Meet one list of major sins, the seven deadly sins
· Meet one list of some virtues, the seven holy virtues
· Consider religion and faith as antidotes and responses to trouble, evil, and sin
· Optional: Play roles in a hypothetical scenario in which ethical decisions are demanded.”

4.14: Miracles, Wide Age Span
4.14.1: Session 2: The Miracle of Close Attention
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/multigenerational/miracles/session-2
The skill of close attention facilitates the practice of pluralism. 
“Participants will:
· Share their own experiences of “miracle moments”
· Identify instances of the miraculous in the everyday, particularly miracles that occur continuously in nature
· Learn about poet May Sarton, a like-minded friend of Unitarian Universalism whose personal faith was grounded in direct experiences of awe and wonder.
· Practice skills of close attention and detailed observation
· Express their recognition of the miraculous in nature through drawing or writing their observations gained from close attention
· Learn focused attention as a spiritual practice
· Cultivate skills of close attention.”

4.15: Heeding the Call: A Program on Justice-making for Junior High School Youth
4.15.1: Workshop 3: The Call for Understanding
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/youth/call/workshop3 
Understanding is a fundamental goal of the practice of pluralism.
“Participants will:
· See a commitment to understanding as an important quality in justice-making
· Practice different ways to gain understanding
· Appreciate their own abilities and recognize that abilities are defined by society
· Examine their preconceptions about ‘disabilities’ and have the opportunity to revise them.”
4.15.2: Workshop 4: The Call for Empathy
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/youth/call/workshop4 
Empathy, as illustrated in the story, The Wounded Seal, is necessary in the practice of pluralism.
“Participants will:
· See empathy as an important quality in justice making and practice being more empathetic
· Learn what some UUs are doing to make immigration more just
· Share stories about empathy
· Practice teaching empathy by example
· Analyze ways language can influence social justice work
· Optional: Examine some of the root causes of increased immigration from Mexico.”
4.15.3: Workshop 11: The Call for Forgiveness
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/youth/call/workshop11 
Forgiveness involves understanding and reconciliation as well as tolerance, which makes it a process with similarities to pluralism.
“Participants will:
· See forgiveness as an important quality in justice making and imagine ways to be more courageous
· Learn about different acts of forgiveness
· Consider how forgiveness has affected their lives
· Understand forgiveness as what we give to others as well as ourselves
· Explore forgiveness as a process.”

4.16: Families: A Jr. High School Youth Program that Explores the Diversity, Commonality, and Meaning of Families
4.16.1: Workshop 6: Claiming A Point Of View
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/youth/families/workshop6
The reality that “there is no ‘objective’ point of view” is a key learning related to the practice of pluralism. 
“Participants will:
· Value each individual’s perspective as an interpreter of our world and as a teller of our stories
· Develop the ethics of care and responsibility through the intimate and ethical process of representing others in photography and narrative
· Deepen spirituality through engagement with others and through their work with artistic media
· Engage joyfully in the creation of art
· Learn more fully that there is no ‘objective’ point of view
· Learn how the fundamentals of photography translate to our way of living and interpreting the world more generally
· Experience the roles of photographer/artist and storyteller—visual and/or text—within a faith community”

        from other sources
4.17: Early Childhood Lessons on Diversity: Activity Ideas & Impact by Christine VanDonge
Link: https://www.noodle.com/articles/early-childhood-lessons-on-diversity-activity-ideas-impact

4.18: Teaching Tolerance (Southern Poverty Law Center) Resources regarding Diversity
Link: https://www.learningforjustice.org/search?query=diversity 

4.19: Celebrating Diversity by Operation Respect
Lesson plans about diversity by Operation Respect. (See 8.19)
Link: http://operationrespect.org/theme-4-celebrating-diversity/

Resources for Youth

5.0: Curriculum & Theme-Based Classroom Activities for Youth & Adults
     from Tapestry of Faith
        Youth
5.1: A Place of Wholeness: A Program for Youth Exploring Their Own Unitarian Universalist Faith Journeys
[bookmark: _Hlk104922186]5.1.1.: Workshop 9: Tolerance
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/youth/wholeness/workshop9 
The story of the “Unitarian Universalist Racial Justice Timeline” illustrates our activism against racism, including serious errors that are not always lifted up.
“Participants will:
· Understand the historical roots of the theology of tolerance and how that term was radical for its time
· Learn that Unitarian Universalists have had both successes and failures living up to their ideals of justice
· Identify how tolerance is expressed in their own lives and their religious communities
· Develop tools for interacting with others with diverse identities and learn strategies for being themselves in intolerant environments.”

5.2: Virtue Ethics: An Ethical Development Program for High School Youth
5.2.1: Workshop 4: Respect
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/youth/virtueethics/workshop4
Participants will:
· Explore the meaning of respect
· Learn about the 19th-century Universalist minister, Reverend Joseph Jordan
· Discuss dilemmas where respect is tested
· Identify ways they do or could practice respect, and commit to the future practice of respect in their lives

5.3: A Chorus of Faiths: A Program That Builds Interfaith Youth Leaders (8 sessions)
     “…A Chorus of Faiths …engages youth to explore religious pluralism, learn why it matters to Unitarian Universalists, and develop the understandings and skills to do interfaith work.
     “As inheritors of a tradition with a longstanding commitment to religious tolerance and pluralism, Unitarian Universalist youth are well poised to become interfaith leaders.”
This curriculum is excellent for exploring the practice of religious pluralism.
Workshop 1: Beyond Diversity
Workshop 2: We Need Not Think Alike to Love Alike
Workshop 3: The Beloved Community
Workshop 4: It Matters What We Believe
Workshop 5: Difficulties of Interfaith Work
Workshop 6: Spreading the Good News
Workshop 7: Service is Our Prayer
Workshop 8: New Habits of the Heart

6.0: Reflections, Readings, Stories & Poetry
6.1: The Four Pillars of Pluralism by Diana L. Eck (248 words)
     First, pluralism is not diversity alone, but the energetic engagement with diversity. …Today, religious diversity is a given, but pluralism is not a given; it is an achievement. Mere diversity without real encounter and relationship will yield increasing tensions in our societies.
     Second, pluralism is not just tolerance, but the active seeking of understanding across lines of difference. Tolerance is a necessary public virtue, but it does not require [us] …to know anything about one another. Tolerance is too thin a foundation for a world of religious difference and proximity. It does nothing to remove our ignorance of one another, and leaves in place the stereotype, the half-truth, the fears that underlie old patterns of division and violence. In the world in which we live today, our ignorance of one another will be increasingly costly.
     Third, pluralism is not relativism, but the encounter of commitments. The new paradigm of pluralism does not require us to leave our identities and our commitments behind, for pluralism is the encounter of commitments. It means holding our deepest differences, even our religious differences, not in isolation, but in relationship to one another.
     Fourth, pluralism is based on dialogue. The language of pluralism is that of dialogue and encounter, give and take, criticism and self-criticism. Dialogue means both speaking and listening, and that process reveals both common understandings and real differences. Dialogue does not mean everyone at the “table” will agree…. Pluralism involves the commitment to being at the table—with one’s commitments.
Source: no longer online

6.2: Indra’s Net by Rev. Mike Young (157 words)
Each fisher, with homemade net of differing mesh,
Catches life’s experience sized
According to the holes between the knots.
Each fisher takes these net-caught meanings
For what fish there are. They call to one another,
“Your nets are wrong! Those are not true fishes.”
And they take the tales of one another’s catches
For fish stories. They tell heroic sagas
Of the ones that got away; for, in truth,
There are uncounted fishes
That pass through all our nets, and fish so large
They tear our nets to tatters if we dare
To fish the depths. And how often
Do we carefully seine [i.e., fish with a net] the long familiar shoals
And hang our nets to dry, proclaiming
“I have caught all the fish in the sea.”
And who has not scoffed at the youth
With handline, the wrong bait,
And in inauspicious waters patiently awaiting
The fish that our nets tell us
Does not exist?
Source: Mike Young, Living with Theological Diversity, UUMA Selected Essays 1995, edited by Thomas Wintle, UUMA: Boston, MA.

6.3: The Vitality of Diversity by Parker Palmer (252 words)
     Diversity makes our lives more vital. Regular experiences of “otherness” not only bring blessed relief from …recycling the same ideas with the same people. They also dial down the fear of “the other” ….
     … Diversity makes us smarter and more creative. People from different backgrounds know different things and have different ways of interpreting what they know. As we come together in a “dialogue of differences,” the collective becomes smarter than any individual in it.  ...     Diversity gives us a chance to increase our personal resilience. …I’m 78. But for a couple of months following the presidential inauguration, I felt more like 108, asking myself, “Really? Is this the way I’m going to go out, learning daily about a fresh assault on dignity, decency, democracy, and truth itself that makes me ashamed to be an American?”
     I began to recover my resilience as I talked with friends who—along with generations of their ancestors—have been targets of such assaults since the day they were born, and yet have 
refused to be intimidated.
     My Muslim, Mexican, and African-American brothers and sisters have developed a …spiritual alchemy that all of us can practice. It transforms the dross of political evil into the gold of political activism, revitalizing us to be the engaged citizens we should have been all along. Resilience comes from seeing people I care about take the next assault on their souls not as a reason to give up but as a source of power to keep on keeping on.  
Source: https://onbeing.org/blog/parker-palmer-the-vitality-of-diversity/ 

6.4: Why Diversity? by Leon Spencer (360 words)
     Frequently I am asked, ‘Why should the Unitarian Universalist Association {UUA} spend money, time, and resources on racial and cultural diversity?’ I sometimes feel burdened with the expectation that I should have an answer because I am a psychologist by profession and because I happen to be an African American.
     Often the person asking the question goes on to point out that not many African Americans would be interested in Unitarian Universalism [UUism], that African Americans and other minorities have a theology that is too different from UUism or that we will never get a large number of them to come. Once, someone even invited me to leave and go back to whatever church I came from if it was so bad at the UUA.
     The reason I want racial and cultural diversity in the UUA extends beyond issues of numbers, theology, or money. It has to do with the fact that this is the right thing to do. The religious challenge of our time moves us to open our doors to all and to promote wholeness in the midst of diversity.
     Many people seem to want racial and cultural diversity up to a point. I believe that true inclusivity removes that point.
     Learning how to develop, value, and appreciate cross-cultural relationships is to everyone’s benefit. To embrace a world where there is racial and cultural diversity, Euro-Americans, Native Americans, African Americans, Hispanics, Mexican Americans, Asian Americans, people of all sexual orientations and all ages, people dealing with physical and emotional limitations, women and men must ...examine themselves and reach out to the community.
     When everyone comes to the table for discussion, there will be differences of opinion, and yet we can ignore no one. All bring gifts to be shared. All can be honored and enriched. To build a racially and culturally diverse community is to build a world of beauty and power. It is the right thing to do. Being able to honestly and lovingly share gifts, pains, and appreciations with each other is what religion is truly about. A blessing awaits us all, and it will come when we experience the richness of racial and cultural diversity. 
Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/reading/why-diversity 

6.5: Diversity in the UU Pew—Possibility or Pipe Dream? by Rev. Dr. Michael Schuler (367 words)
     I am a Unitarian Universalist largely because it does so enthusiastically embrace the principle of diversity. As someone whose religious outlook has been decisively influenced by Buddhism but who has no interest in taking Buddhist vows, I find UU culture extraordinarily congenial to, and for the most part, complementary of my perspective. In my own congregation at least, the poly-logue between humanists, Christians, pagans, Buddhists, Taoists, and Jews is typically rich, cordial, mutually supportive, and motivating. Theologically, I am a minority within UUism; there aren’t all that many Buddhists in our ranks. That doesn’t bother me because I don’t feel the need to be predominant in order to feel fully accepted. I sincerely wish more UU’s felt that way. 
     …Where, in the end, do we discover unity? Edward Frost, my colleague in Atlanta, asks a question that surely is on many of our minds: “While pluralism and diversity must remain as highly valued principles of liberal religion,” Frost writes, “our commitment to pluralism and diversity does hold a danger.” 
     The danger is that unless we can also commit ourselves as a people, in unity of purpose and of mission, to something of ultimate importance, diversity will be all we have, and diversity is not enough. 
     Is Hosea Ballou’s famous dictum that it is sufficient for Universalists (and Unitarians) merely to “agree in love” not enough? Is something more required for “unity” than to respect one another’s integrity as free thinkers and to show compassion for them as fellow sufferers? What is that something more of “ultimate” importance to which Edward Frost alludes and that he feels all UU’s should embrace? 
     Personally, I prefer to keep it simple. For me, it is wholly sufficient to honor one another as unique and irreplaceable individuals, to participate in a movement which marshals people’s special gifts and talents to serve the greater good, and to be regularly stimulated in my own pursuit of deeper insight and abiding happiness. …When it comes right down to it, Unitarian Universalism embraces relational rather than propositional truth, as Hosea Ballou suggested. If we agree in love, no disagreement can do us any harm. That, in a nutshell, is the operative principle that makes unity-in-diversity possible….”
Source: no longer on line

6.6: Many & One by Rev. Kirk Loadman-Copeland (653 words)
     We Are Many, We Are One is the title of a Unitarian Universalist preschool curriculum written by the Rev. Colleen McDonald. It explores community and nature, as well as different cultures, to illustrate the incredible diversity in the world and the magnificent interconnections that make us one. 
     Anne Dillard, while writing Pilgrim at Tinker Creek, went exploring most days and found herself awe-full by nature’s diversity. Dillard knew that Nature is a master teacher who gets our attention, which is necessary if we are to learn anything, by engaging us with her beauty, her power, her complexity, her elegance, and her diversity. She has at hand ten thousand things by which to dazzle and instruct us, by which to capture our imagination, by which to pull us out of ourselves so we are open to possibility, while simultaneously driving us back in on ourselves to ponder the meaning of it all: here a violet beside the wooded path, there Pikes Peak; here bird song as we try to guess what is singing; there the Black Canyon of the Gunnison; here the cottonwood trees along a creek; there the rabbits who made a home in the yard; here the ladybug; there the star-studded sky; world without end. 
     That diversity in nature is replicated in human beings by the exponential combinations of age, gender, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, language, country, culture, religion, theology, political ideology, personality, family of origin, birth order, body type, education, occupation, and so much more, including our favorite flavor of ice cream. 
     Our ancient impulse to tribalism causes us to assume that our similarities in the groups in which we choose to gather outnumber the differences. Social psychologists call this “assumed similarity,” in which we assume that members of our group are like ourselves, and that members of other groups are different from us. Linked to this is the tendency to like and trust people who we think are similar to us, and to dislike and mistrust those who we perceive as different.
     In many respects, we are more different than otherwise. This is why consultants in cross-cultural skills counsel their clients to assume difference until similarity is discovered. 
     Wade Davis, a Canadian anthropologist, wrote “The world in which you were born is just one model of reality. Other cultures are not failed attempts at being you; they are unique manifestations of the human spirit.”
      We would do well to begin each day with a beginner’s mind, as the Buddhists call it, and new eyes. Betty Smith spoke of new eyes when she wrote, “Look at everything as though you were seeing it either for the first or last time.” 
     We Are Many. This is true of life on earth and of the human species, both of which consist of a delicious diversity. We Are Many. We can ignore this fact, or we can learn to engage the diversity that exists beneath the assumed similarity. 
     There are three primary strategies for dealing with diversity: exclusion rejects those who are different and assimilation attempts to eliminate the differences, while pluralism involves the energetic engagement with diversity. Unfortunately, we human beings tend to reject, ignore, minimize, or assimilate diversity. Through pluralism, we can, as Wade Davis insists, meet one of the most important challenges of our time: reinventing what he calls the “poetry of diversity.”
     Diana Eck, Director of the Pluralism Project at Harvard University, writes, “Pluralism is not just tolerance, but the active seeking of understanding across lines of difference.” Pluralism does not seek to minimize difference; rather it is the encounter of commitments: our deepest commitments encountering the deepest commitments of others. The purpose is not agreement, but the creation of authentic relationships that lead to ongoing and transformative dialogue. When done well, dialogue will surface one difference after another. Yet, it is only in the deep places of difference that we will also begin to find robust and enduring similarities. 
Source: Touchstones

6.7: We Are Each Other’s Business by Eboo Patel (465 words)
     I am an American Muslim. I believe in pluralism. In the Holy Quran, God tells us, ‘‘I created you into diverse nations and tribes that you may come to know one another.’’ I believe America is humanity’s best opportunity to make God’s wish that we come to know one another a reality.
     In my office hangs Norman Rockwell’s illustration “Freedom of Worship.” A Muslim holding a Quran in his hands stands near a Catholic woman fingering her rosary. Other figures have their hands folded in prayer and their eyes filled with piety. They stand shoulder-to-shoulder facing the same direction, comfortable with the presence of one another and yet apart. It is a vivid depiction of a group living in peace with its diversity, yet not exploring it.
     We live in a world where the forces that seek to divide us are strong. To overcome them, we must do more than simply stand next to one another in silence.
     I attended high school in the western suburbs of Chicago. The group I ate lunch with included a Jew, a Mormon, a Hindu, a Catholic, and a Lutheran. We were all devout to a degree, but we almost never talked about religion. Somebody would announce at the table that they couldn’t eat a certain kind of food, or any food at all, for a period of time. We all knew religion hovered behind this, but nobody ever offered any explanation deeper than ‘‘my mom said,’’ and nobody ever asked for one.
     A few years after we graduated, my Jewish friend from the lunchroom reminded me of an experience we both wish had never happened. A group of thugs in our high school had taken to scrawling anti-Semitic slurs on classroom desks and shouting them in the hallway.
     I did not confront them. I did not comfort my Jewish friend. Instead I averted my eyes from their bigotry, and I avoided my friend because I couldn’t stand to face him.
     My friend told me he feared coming to school those days, and he felt abandoned as he watched his close friends do nothing. Hearing him tell me of his suffering and my complicity is the single most humiliating experience of my life.
     My friend needed more than my silent presence at the lunch table. I realize now that to believe in pluralism means I need the courage to act on it. Action is what separates a belief from an opinion. Beliefs are imprinted through actions.
     In the words of the great American poet Gwendolyn Brooks: “We are each other’s business; we are each other’s harvest; we are each other’s magnitude and bond.”
     I cannot go back in time and take away the suffering of my Jewish friend, but through action I can prevent it from happening to others.
Source: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/youth/chorus/workshop4/we-are

6.8: Fragments and Front Porches by Rev. Elizabeth Buffington Nguyen (519 words)
     When I was 24, my father gave me a new name. I was learning Vietnamese in graduate school. The professor required all students who only had an English name to ask their parents to give them a Vietnamese name. My father chose Hien, meaning “gentle.”
     As a teenager I had yearned to have a Vietnamese name—all of my cousins had one. To me, not having a Vietnamese name was just another way that I was not whole, not authentically Asian, not Vietnamese enough, not worthy of my own family. I was, in theologian Rita Nakashima Brock’s words, restless in my longing to belong. Years later, when my father named me as Hien, I didn’t feel the simple relief of belonging that I had so craved. Instead I found something more sacred, something expansive, fierce, complex and true: I was born Elizabeth and I am also Hien; I am white and of color, American and Vietnamese.
     Anti-oppression and antiracism work for me has always begun with my own identity. It has been the work to excavate my mind from the silt of internalized racism and the oppression of dominant culture. It has also begun with my own spirit, embracing both my yearning for wholeness and my love of this fragmented, multiple identity. In my Unitarian Universalist community faith I find companions, theology, and rituals that honor the fragments of my identities, my halves, my multi, my hyphenation, my two names.
     This work is not just about courageously loving myself—it is also about courageously loving my Unitarian Universalist kin as we try to live the Beloved Community of Dr. King’s dream. It is about talking with white people about racism, about supporting people of color, Latino and Latina, and multiracial within Unitarian Universalism, about “isms” and power and answering the call of love. It is about having hard conversations with ministers who understand race very differently than I do, creating worship that is multicultural and alive, that resists tokenism and essentializing. It is about shifting resources and facilitating workshops, about sharing experiences of racism and asking questions, about embracing conflict with song and prayer. It is about encountering my own limits, as an ally and an antiracist person of faith. About messing up, and failing, and about asking for forgiveness and beginning again in love.
     And it is about celebration—about moments of connection across great difference. Buddhist writer Jack Kornfield writes that in meditation:
Instead of clinging to an inflated, superhuman view of perfection, we learn to allow ourselves the space of kindness. There is a beauty in the ordinary. We invite the heart to sit on the front porch and experience from a place of rest the inevitable comings and goings of emotions and events, the struggles and successes of the world.
     I love this image for thinking not just about meditation, but also for talking about race across difference.
     When I am in conversation with someone who I think is very different from me, I try to let go of perfection and find that space of kindness. I invite my heart out onto the front porch.
Source: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/adults/btwwdaya/workshop6/fragments-front-porches

6.9: Susan Stanton’s Story from Tapestry of Faith (365 words)
     Transgender individuals face much discrimination in the United States, in part because their struggles and their journeys are not well understood. In the spring of 2007, a public battle arose in Largo, Florida, around the struggle of one transgender person.
     Susan Stanton, then known as Steve, had been working as City Manager for the city of Largo for more than fourteen years and was a recent recipient of a sizable merit pay increase. Someone leaked to the local paper the fact that Stanton was in the midst of a gender transition from male to female. The Saint Petersburg Times published the story and “outed” Stanton against her wishes. Stanton’s wife was already aware of her circumstances, but her 13-year-old son was not. Stanton rushed home the afternoon before the story broke in order to share her struggle first-hand with her son, whom she feared would be harassed at school following the public disclosure.
     Once the news was published, there was an immediate outcry from local residents demanding that Stanton be fired. City Commission (city council) members were inundated with phone calls and emails from residents denouncing Stanton, describing her as “disgusting.” One local Baptist minister went so far as to publicly claim that Jesus would want Stanton fired.
     Stanton wanted to continue in her position as City Manager, a job which she enjoyed and at which she was successful. Local Unitarian Universalist ministers and lay people rallied in support of Stanton, arguing that job retention should be based on merit, and not on aspects of identity. There were, however, no legal protections in Largo that prohibited discrimination on the basis of gender identity or expression. Within days of the initial newspaper article, Largo’s City Commission held a highly emotional emergency hearing. At the conclusion of the hearing, the Commission voted to terminate Stanton’s employment with the city. Several City Commissioners cited as justification for their votes their belief that the public had “lost confidence” in Stanton and, under those circumstances, Stanton could not be retained. In making this important decision, the Commission stood with the majority of residents, and argued that their actions led to a “good” outcome for the maximum possible number of people.
Source: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/adults/ethics/workshop3/191788.shtml

6.10: Together We Are One by Thích Nhất Hạnh (249 words)
     We sometimes believe, ‘Until this person or that institution changes, I can’t be happy.’ We may make a particular person or group of people into our enemy, we think they are the obstacle to our happiness. But our suffering comes from our own ignorance and lack of understanding, not from other people. When we understand this, we can open our arms to embrace all peoples, all species, and we have no enemies. To have no enemies is such a wonderful thing. When we have no enemies, no reproach, and no blaming, our mind is light as a cloud, and our happiness is vast, immense. We do not look at those who hurt us as our enemies, but as people who need understanding and compassion. When we are able to look in this way, we can call ourselves the children of the Buddha, disciples of the Buddha, and no one is our enemy.
     We can all practice like this to find our true home, so that we do not judge, criticize, accuse, or blame others for creating our suffering. This is the way a bodhisattva perceives, and we can all be bodhisattvas. To practice…, we have to have the eyes of the Buddha, the eyes of compassion. If we use the eyes of compassion to look at the world, we can see that even those who oppress and exploit others, those who instill terror, or those who cause harm, can be our beloved ones. None of them are our enemies.
Source: http://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/book-reviews/excerpts/view/20824

6.11: The Dignity of Difference by Jonathan Sacks (236 words)
     The question is: To what extent will we see our present interconnectedness as a threat or a challenge? As the work of man, or as a call from God to a greater humanity, as well as to a greater self-restraint? As for me, I believe that we are being summoned by God to see in the human other a trace of the divine Other. The test — so lamentably failed by the great powers of the twentieth century — is to see the divine presence in the face of a stranger; to heed the cry of those who are disempowered in this age of unprecedented powers; who are hungry and poor and ignorant and uneducated, whose human potential is being denied the chance to be expressed. 
     …Difference does not diminish; it enlarges the sphere of human possibilities. Our last best hope is to recall the classic statement of John Donne and the more ancient story of Noah after the Flood and hear, in the midst of our hypermodernity, an old-new call to a global covenant of human responsibility and hope. Only when we realize the danger of wishing that everyone should be the same — the same faith on the one hand, the same McWorld on the other — will we prevent the clash of civilizations, born of the sense of threat and fear. We will learn to live with diversity once we understand the God-given, world-enhancing dignity of difference.”
Source: http://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/book-reviews/excerpts/view/14654

6.12: Unity, Diversity, Self-Identity by Rev. Emmy Lou Belcher (250 words)
     …The issue is not about whether we all believe the same but whether we can respect differing searches for truth. Unitarian Universalism is not a club for political liberals. It is not a club for those who think one way about religious questions and not another. 
     It is, instead, an experiment in pluralism, an on-going struggle to live with those who believe differently but hold a common value—that all people are ...called to account for what they do, not for what they believe. 
     ...Dr. Eboo Patel…founded an institution to research and teach living in a religiously pluralistic world…
     To successfully forge a culture of pluralistic inclusion, ...human beings have to first know themselves, then appreciate the commonalities they have with others. …Patel is a Muslim, and one of his favorite passages in the Qur’an has God saying: “I created you into diverse nations and tribes that you may come to know one another.” When Dr. Patel works with a group of youth or young adults, he asks them to begin by telling one of the sayings of their religious tradition of which they are proud. …They find themselves in more agreement than disagreement. 
     The goal of a pluralistic society is not for people to think alike, but for them to shape a good world from within their mutual values. Recognition of pluralism requires ...humility—none of us is complete in our own uniqueness. We need each other. The good life requires unity in diversity and diversity in its unity.
Source: no longer online

7.0: Popular Music
7.1: Where Is The Love? by The Black Eyed Peas (4:10)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WpYeekQkAdc 
7.2: One Love – official fan-made music video | Bob Marley (3:05)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QMbvpftTEUs  
7.3: The Diversity Song by Katelyn Aasman (a parody of the song All of Me by John Legend) (4:41)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vEr_Q17GGxY
7.4: Same Love by Macklemore & Ryan Lewis, featuring Mary Lambert (7:03)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlVBg7_08n0
7.5: Colors by Jason Derulo (Official Music Video) The Coca-Cola Anthem for the 2018 FIFA World Cup (3:49)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p6E9R9qv1No
7.6: Celebration by Playing For Change | Song Around The World (3:52)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Lu41LulQos
7.7: Wonderful - Celebrate Diversity! by Musicians for a Cause (3:11)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xT_2U1u5-bY 
7.8: Cultural Diversity Music Video by (5:01) (A mash-up of six songs)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lYrJ_0R6cwM
7.9: We are the World by USA for Africa (8:00)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9BNoNFKCBI
7.10: Unity by The O’Jays (4:59)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqMhrm-N9fc 
7.11: Get Together by The Youngbloods (4:40)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xGxQXmu7Os 
7.12: Wake Up Everybody by Teddy Pendergrass, Harold Melvin & the Blue Notes (7:33)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-TDfPgd3Kyc  
7.13: Everyday People by Sly & The Family Stone (2:23)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUUhDoCx8zc 
7.14: Three Dog Night by Black & White (3:49)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4f65mO146Zo 
7.15: Ebony & Ivory by Stevie Wonder & Sir Paul McCartney (3:47)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXAlfh6QKQs 
7.16: Every Kinda People by Robert Palmer (3:30)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_tEH_YYqEH0 
7.17: Unity and Diversity by One World Tribe (7:08)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SZqLnr93KJM
7.18: If You’re Ready (Come Go with Me) by The Staple Singers (4:33)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6blBC9Vo904 
7.19: Unity (Raise Your Banners High) by John Tams (4:50)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Ig7Wv95mVE 
7.20: Solidarity (Official Reggae Video) by Black Uhuru (4:02)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9OjPQMnY7c 
7.21: Yes, we can (pt 1) by Lee Dorsey (3:30)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_SuyOLW_f0 

8.0: Videos, Short Films, Movie Clips, Audio Recordings & Photography
8.1: What is Pluralism? (Pluralism in Ethics, Pluralism in Religion, Pluralism in Politics) by PHILO-notes (6:44)
     “This video lectures discusses very briefly the meaning, nature, and dynamics of the principle of pluralism and its application to disciplines in the humanities and social sciences, such pluralism in ethics pluralism in society, and pluralism in politics.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cazssbSLqVQ 

8.2: The difference between pluralism and relativism by Diana Eck (1:53)
     “Harvard professor of comparative religion and director of Harvard's Pluralism Project, Diana Eck, points to the need for dialogue across religious traditions without resorting to a relativism that denies the profound differences between their belief systems.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUmDG0KlkUs

8.3: What is pluralism? by Global Centre for Pluralism (6:44)
     “The Global Centre for Pluralism is an independent, not-for-profit international research and education centre located in Ottawa, Canada. Inspired by the example of Canada's inclusive approach to citizenship, the Centre works to advance respect for diversity worldwide, believing that openness and understanding toward the cultures, social structures, values and faiths of other peoples are essential to the survival of an interdependent world.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hs0SndqWgXo 

8.4: Pluralism by Dr. Kristine Stache, Wartburg Theological Seminary (10.03)
Good overview of pluralism and interfaith dialogue.
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/244722002 

8.5: Zero by Zealous Creative (12:32)
In a world that judges people by their number, Zero faces constant prejudice and persecution. He walks a lonely path until a chance encounter changes his life forever: he meets a female zero. Together they prove that through determination, courage, and love, nothing can be truly something.
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LOMbySJTKpg

8.6: Diversity & Inclusion – Love Has No Labels by Surya Das (3:19)
While the vast majority of Americans consider themselves unprejudiced, many of us unintentionally make snap judgments about people based on what we see—whether it’s race, age, gender, religion, sexuality, or disability. This may be a significant reason many people in the U.S. report they feel discriminated against. Subconscious prejudice—called “implicit bias”—has profound implications for how we view and interact with others who are different from us. It can hinder a person’s ability to find a job, secure a loan, rent an apartment, or get a fair trial, perpetuating disparities in American society. The Love Has No Labels campaign challenges us to open our eyes to our bias and prejudice and work to stop it in ourselves, our friends, our families, and our colleagues. For more details visit http://lovehasnolabels.com/, which deals with implicit bias.
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/121662380

8.7: Faces of Diversity by Christopher M. Jones (1:12)
The human face as a reflection of the beauty of diversity.
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/43010856

8.8: “What If” - Diversity Edition by Troika (0:38)
Blending identities to create diversity.
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/130395051

8.9: Diversity by DBS (2:22)
Diversity as a function of inherent worth.
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hfO82z29hWg

8.10: Too Quick To Judge by Time Vision (3:42)
Making assumptions is a problem.
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fzn_AKN67oI&t=137s

8.11: HP Diversity by Made With Us (1:59)
Thoughtful comments of the importance of diversity by business leaders.
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/241953049

8.12: Improvisation series 4: Diversity by Jorge Alvarez (0:12)
Some people are clueless about diversity, even when it is staring them in the face,
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/47346511

8.13: Love & Unity by (1:52)
Unity depends upon love.
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/132993463

8.14: Unity Film Trailer by NATIONEARTH (1:58)
Narrated by 100 celebrity voices, UNITY is the new film by writer/director Shaun Monson (EARTHLINGS) that focuses on why humanity can’t get along with each other, the animals, or their environment.
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/143740212
Interview with Director: https://vimeo.com/125758974 (2:19)
Another clip about film: https://vimeo.com/145739608 (0:37)
Watch the film at https://tubitv.com/movies/456001/unity (1:39:08)

8:15: A Meditation on Unity by Loren Edward Wheeler (4:10)
The footage is from Machu Picchu in Peru.
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/164456585

8.16: Unity of Humanity by Voice of Light Productions (4:19)
Humans are far less diverse genetically than other species, a reality that should support unity.
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/39176831

8.17: Find The Unity by Ervin László (1:44)
László is a Hungarian philosopher of science who has written widely about the theory of quantum consciousness.
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/203727033

8.18: Collage: A Short Film on Children & Diversity by p.s. baron (14:39) 
Collage is a collection of children’s perspectives on cultural and ethnic diversity. Comprised of over 20 interviews of seven-to nine-year-olds, the short documentary film attempts to discover what children really think when they see people different from themselves.
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/12069404

8.19: Don’t Laugh at Me by Peter Yarrow (6:24)
In 1999, Peter Yarrow launched the educational non-profit, Operation Respect: “Don’t Laugh At Me,” that uses highly effective social/emotional learning curricula infused with music as a transformative tool for creating a bully-free school environment, now utilized in an estimated 22,000 schools across America and in countries as diverse as Croatia, Ukraine, Israel, Jordan, Palestine, Hong Kong, and South Africa. (See 4.19)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=110&v=iPe-fuzeO98
Video with Lyrics: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lBrtgRn_dGk&list=RDlBrtgRn_dGk&t=71 (3:13)

TED Talks
8.20: It’s (past) time to appreciate cultural diversity by Hayley Yeates (8:46) 
With tart humor, the speaker makes the case that investing in cultural diversity is just as important as fostering gender diversity.
Video Link: https://www.ted.com/talks/hayley_yeates_it_s_past_time_to_appreciate_cultural_diversity

8.21: Disagreement: An Essential Part of Pluralism by Sahil Badruddin (14:02)
      “Disagreement is an inevitable part of the human  
condition, yet it is often conflated with conflict. Without difference and disagreement, intellectual diversity or pluralism is impossible; intellectual diversity means disagreement.
     “In other words, if we already all agree, there is no diversity. More disagreement means more intellectual diversity, more opinions, more ideas. Peace and progress, thus, can never be achieved by suppressing disagreement but instead can be achieved by embracing and respecting what they represent.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjvjZ8s_5Zo 
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